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Cherry Hinton Local History Chatterings - Edition 15 July 2021
From Our Chair Ken Hames

Dear Members, 

Now that we are able to get out and about a bit more, l very much hope that we will be able to meet 
together again very soon. For well over a year now we have had monthly newsletters which have been a 

great means of communication. Thank you Mo for all your work on this, and l should like to thank all 
those who made such interesting contributions every month which has made it all really worthwhile.

Next month marks the 30th anniversary of the unveiling of the new village sign in September 1991 
during Festival week. Some of the festival committee  can be seen in the photo above together with 

Miss Cherry Hinton with the sash. How many others can you identify? 
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From Chair Ken Continued
This photo shows the revamped sign completed 
a few years ago. 

We shall be represented at a Festival event at St 
Andrew' s Church on September 18th, so  
hopefully it will be an opportunity to meet up. 
In the meantime look after yourselves and keep 
safe. 

Best wishes Ken.

Cherry Hinton Festival 2021
This is planned for Saturday 18th September. 

It is hoped it will be a music / food / beer 
festival in St Andrew's church yard from 12 

noon to 10pm with a Community Groups Fair 
in the church from 1pm to 4pm

From Member Michelle Bullivant’s Website
Do you know when these photos were taken?

Michelle has kindly said I could use these photos in the 
newsletter – they could well be from a Festival.  They 
were given to her by her friend Sarah Martin.  On her 
website Michelle writes - Sarah had been sorting out 
her late mothers’ belongings and was keen that these 
pictures be made available, for anyone who may be 
interested, to see and comment on. Sarah’s mother 
was Marian Martin-Emery, both seen here in the 
photo, who had been very active in the village over the 
years, being involved with many of the church groups 
and activities.   Just three months after giving Michelle 
these pictures, very sadly, Sarah also passed away.  
Sarah and Marian are both buried in St Andrew’s 
church yard, in the village.  
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Do you know when these photos were taken?
You can see more of the photos and comment on them at

https://www.michellebullivant.com/cherryhintonhistory/old-photographs-of-cherry-hinton#/

The photo with children in fancy dress directly below is dated June 1974 

From the Local History Celebration of 30 Years of  Cherry Hinton Festivals
This item from Tim Rapley’s Project on the 1985 Festival features Jim “Luffy” Tabor

“LUFFY” TABOR AND HIS STEAM ENGINE

from Tim Rapley's Project

https://www.michellebullivant.com/cherryhintonhistory/old-photographs-of-cherry-hinton#/
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Health care in Cherry Hinton before the NHS by Member Sheila Beck

I was prompted to explore this topic by the recent 73rd birthday of the National Health Service, set 
up by Parliament and pioneered by Aneurin (Nye) Bevan, on 5th July 1948.   In these COVId times 
very many people have been especially grateful for the existence of the N.H.S.  But what provision 
was there before this time for the health and well-being of the local population in Cherry Hinton, 

for the sick and injured, and how was it financed?  

Basically, it was up to local people to contribute funds in a variety of ways according to their ability 
and motivation: there were house-to- house collections, subscriptions, proceeds from concerts, 
and church collections were donated, often at Harvest Festivals, and on the special Hospital 
Sundays, when there were parades with a band and banners. One such occasion was reported on 
July 8th, 1882.

‘On Friday of last week, Court “Pride of Cherry Hinton” Ancient Order of Foresters, Cherry Hnton, 
celebrated its second anniversary at this village.  Meeting at the club-room at three o’clock, the 
members and some friends formed in procession and paraded the village to the music of the 
Asylum Band.  The aims of such associations included sociability as well as to provide an element 
of health insurance.  Public houses were the meeting places of most of the early Friendly Societies 
and Benefit Clubs, and it was usually at the inn that the annual dinner was held. There was a 
church service at which a special Hospital sermon was preached and a collection taken for the 
hospital. The Friendly Societies were always much in evidence on these occasions, marching in 
procession behind their banners.’

[ with acknowledgement for the above to Enid Porter’s book ‘Cambridgeshire Customs and 
Folklore’ published 1969. She was for many years curator of the Folk Museum.]

Membership Certificate for the Nottingham Ancient Order of Oddfellows: 
one of the benefits of membership was health insurance.
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Health care in Cherry Hinton before the NHS by Member Sheila Beck Continued

Before the State assumed responsibility for hospitals, Addenbrookes Hospital Sunday was an 
important event up and down the county, as well as in Cambridge....there was always a church 
service at which a special Hospital Sermon was preached and a collection taken for the hospital.’   
An example was the report of the harvest festival services at St Andrew’s church in the Cambridge 
Independent Press on September 8th 1883. ‘The offertories, intended to be devoted to 
Addenbrookes hospital, amounted to £3.’

This may seem a small amount by today’s values and before the effects of inflation, but there were 
then fewer people able to contribute and there were often other local good causes asking for 
subscriptions, and house- to-house collections and special projects such as the fund for a 
permanent war memorial.  In August 1905 we read,’ Mrs  Brooke wishes to thank the various 
friends who assisted by subscription on behalf of Addenbrookes hospital.

In 1909 in the Monthly Chronicle (as the parish magazine was known at that time),  ‘Mrs. Neale 
desires to insert the following list of subscribers to the work of the Addenbrookes Linen League:

Mrs. Pamplin, £1.1s.
 Mrs. H. Archer, 5s. 
 Mrs. Doggett, 5s.,
 Mrs. Walker, 5s. 

Mrs. Neal, 5s.,
Mrs Carter Willson, 3s 6d., 

Total £2. 9s. 6d.  
She offers her sincere acknowledgement to those who have given her support.’

In March 1779 we have a glimpse of some antagonism between Cherry Hinton farmers and their 
labourers.  ‘The farmers of Cherry Hinton, taking into consideration, that they have been guilty of a 
generous action, in subscribing two guineas annually to Addenbrookes hospital, withdrew their 
subscriptions, but the poor labourers, in a most commendable exertion of humanity, raised among 
themselves what the farmers had before subscribed, that they might still have the means of health, 
which the parsimony of the more opulent in the parish had denied them.’

Perhaps a more unusual diversion of money to the hospital is the court order reported in February, 
1837 after ‘several individuals’ were convicted of ‘furious riding in cornfields’ when they were 
detected riding in a most inconsiderate manner over many of the cornfields and fences in the 
parish of Cherry Hinton...they were severally convicted and the fines given to Addenbrookes 
hospital’.

Accidents, infections and home remedies
In less serious cases home remedies were used which had been tried and tested, perhaps over 
several generations.  I was told of a cure for warts which used the milky sap from the stems of the 
commonly found and prolific chickweed.   The milky sap is dabbed on the warts and left.  It may 
take some time and since warts tend to disappear anyway, it is pretty sure to be effective!

March 24 1855.  On Saturday last, a little boy named Jonathan Sizer met with an accident while 
playing with his brother.  He was pushed off a gate and fell into a dike.  He was released from his 
position, conveyed home and thence to Addenbrookes hospital, where it was ascertained that he 
had broken a leg.
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Health care in Cherry Hinton before the NHS by Member Sheila Beck Continued

Accidents, infections and home remedies
January 29 1893.  The hospital has a note in which fun is made of the resolution recently passed at 
a meeting in Cherry Hinton, about a case of typhoid fever removed from Addenbrookes hospital to 
a nurse’s cottage in the village, calling upon the authorities to remove the patient.  Our medical 
contemporary points out that it would be well for persons to acquire a little more knowledge to 
temper their zeal, for typhoid fever is not infectious. In this it differs from small-pox, scarlatina , 
measles and the like.

In those days, without the benefit of Health and Safety legislation, there were many hazards, some 
in the home where open fires and candles could cause danger, while outdoors runaway horses, 
collapsing workings or open water could cause difficulties or worse. 

On November 30th 1883 an accident was reported at Cherry Hinton, ’Late on Friday evening last, as 
a hansom belonging to Mr. Ransome, containing three persons, two well-sinkers and a young girl of 
this village, was being driven past the water-works gates the horse shied at the light which burns 
continuously at night and precipitated them all into the main drain, which is of great depth.  
Fortunately the horse, driver and passengers were extricated from their perilous position not much 
the worse, but the trap had to be left  and was seen on Saturday to be lying sideways across the 
drain.

One horrifying accident, recorded on October 21st 1882 was as follows:.
On Wednesday afternoon, an inquest was held, at Addenbrookes touching the death of a widow, 
aged 79 who was admitted on September 26th from Cherry Hinton for treatment for severe burns 
received under the following circumstances.  On the day mentioned, deceased’s daughter, who had 
been in the habit of attending to her wants, left the house for a few minutes to fetch a pail of water 
from a neighbouring well.  On returning she saw her mother standing at the door of the house with 
her clothes in flames.  She dashed over her the water she had fetched, and gave an alarm to the 
neighbours who quickly lent their aid.  Deceased was taken to hospital the same night – Mr. Shield, 
house surgeon, said in his evidence that when he first saw the deceased, he was quite convinced 
that she would not survive the severe shock to her system and it was from the effects of that shock 
she had died.

Addenbrookes was not the only care organisation to receive contributions.  The Monthly Chronicle 
dated January 1915 notes that ‘Offertories were assigned to the Red Cross work at Fulbourn and in 
January 1917 ‘Proceeds of an entertainment were assigned to the work of the Red Cross at 
Fulbourn.’ 

We read in the Monthly Chronicle of April 1911 ‘We ...have been struggling with an epidemic of 
measles’. And other infections afflicted Cherry Hinton as they did other parts of the country.  The 
Registrar General’s Report in February 1864 stated that ‘in this village there have been during the 
past quarter, 15 deaths, whereas the average of the other quarters is only 4 or 5. The cause of 
death is chiefly Diphtheria and Scarlatina.’

The owner of Cherry Hinton Hall, John Okes was concerned with health and welfare at a different 
level, being a surgeon at Addenbrookes as well as one of the largest landowners in Cherry Hinton 
during the mid-nineteenth century.

There are many other examples of the ways in which health care was so often up to private or 
community generosity and philanthropy before the arrival of the N.H.S. which built on and 
rationalised the best of the earlier ways and enabled them to adapt for much larger populations.
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Health care in Cherry Hinton before the NHS by Member Sheila Beck Continued

A series of very interesting articles by ‘H.H. E.’   ‘an old inhabitant’ (H. H. Emson} at the turn of the 
19th  century  tells of changes he has seen.  Because of its proximity to Cambridge, a cottage 
industry developed whereby colleges could send their laundry to Cherry Hinton, and have It 
collected.   He writes that ‘one great improvement in the new cottages has been the building of 
detached washing places, so that the steam and exhalations from wet clothes does not furnish so 
much inducement for the head of the family to resort to the public house, and there are few now 
that are not in a club as provision against sickness.’

 A final example illustrates how advances in engineering sometimes brought their own dangers .The 
example in this extract is also of interest as an early use photography:  “On June 16, 1904, the News 
reported that two steam engines belonging to Pamphlins (sic) of Cherry Hinton had been ploughing 
land at Linton when tragedy struck.  One of the engines boilers exploded sending debris flying in all 
directions, some of which killed a workman who had been tending a water cart.  

Within two days local photographer S.F. Talbot, had published a series of postcards of the scene 
and within a week views of the explosion...were being shown to audiences in a cinematograph 
show at Midsummer Fair.

Hospital Sunday in Soham, 1907.
Enid Porter’s book ‘Cambridgeshire Customs and Folklore’ (Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1969)
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Basil Trott – Who Was the Last Surviving Member of HMS Exeter
In the Battle of the River Plate

Member Paul Holmes, who is the Chair of Cherry Hinton RBL, suggested this article on Basil Trott 
who died recently on July 12th.   He sent me the Daily Telegraph Obituary which I have used to 
amplify some of the information which appeared in our WW2 Memories Newsletter of May 2021.

Like most of the people who live here, Basil Trott came to Cherry Hinton 
later in his life.  The information given here is from his wife, Sadie, who 
came to the Local History WW2 Memories Afternoon in March 2020, 
The News Portsmouth website, the  Ajax (Ontario Canada) Public Library 
Digital Archive website and the Daily Telegraph Obituary (27/07/21).

Basil Trott was born on December 22nd 1919 in Catford.   His father, 
Thomas, served in the Royal Marine Artillery and Basil  was one of four 
brothers who served in the Royal Navy during and after the Second 
World War.  All four brothers went to the Royal Hospital School, 
Greenwich as boarders.

15year old Basil Scott training 
on HMS Vincent

Aged 15 Basil joined the Royal Navy at HMS St Vincent, 
Gosport.  There he distinguished himself as a marksman 
and as a "button boy" atop the 127ft mast at his passing 
out parade.  He saw service in HMS Exeter from 1937-39. 
During two-and-a-half years on the South America Patrol, 
Basil was sent ashore to assist in Concepcion, Chile, after a 
major earthquake in 1937 which killed 30,000 people.  The 
tremors were felt at sea and Trott was a member of one of 
three platoons and a demolition party who  dug in the 
rubble rescuing an estimated 800 casualties. 

Later Exeter sailed for Valpariaiso with several hundred refugees.   Medals were struck but the war 
intervened and it wasn’t until 2017 that he was very belatedly presented with a medal by the 
Chile ambassador for his part in that work. 

His service in HMS Exeter culminated in the ship’s involvement in the Battle of the River Plate in 
December, 1939.  At the time of the Battle of the River Plate Basil was only 19 years old.  The  
Exeter was the closest to the Graf Spee and took most of the damage. During the battle Basil was 
a gun-layer in Y turret, the last gun to be fired by Exeter in the battle.  Her forward A and B turrets 
were destroyed.  Sixty one men lost their lives during the short but vicious battle and several more 
were injured. The Exeter only managed to get away when the Ajax and Achilles began firing to 
divert attention away from the Exeter and towards them. 

Exeter made for the Falkland Islands where she was warmly welcomed.  The ship's company was 
accommodated ashore while they repaired the ship, Basil staying with the family of a young 
woman whom he had met on previous visits.  One of his tasks was to climb Exeter's masts, in the 
style of one of Nelson's sailors 150 years earlier, to strike the wooden topmasts and rig a crow's 
nest on the foremast.  When eventually Exeter reached Plymouth and her people were greeted as 
heroes, Basil's thoughts were "Why all this, what have we done?  We fought a battle which we had 
been trained to do and just felt that we had done our duty"

Basil remained with HMS Exeter after the Battle of the River Plate but left in 1940 to serve as a 
petty officer in the cruiser HMS Kenya for three years.
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Basil Trott - 22nd December 1919 to 12th July 2021

From there Basil went as gunner’s mate to the Wallace (1944-1945) on convoys off Britain’s east 
coast, as master gunner in the destroyer HMS Soleby (1946-1948), commissioned as a special duties 
gunner in the destroyer HMS Comus (1950-1952), and finally the Whitby (1955-1958).  Basil’s last 
seagoing posting was as a gunnery lieutenant in HMS Whitby  and for a time was the parade training 
officer at the Gunnery School at HMS Excellent, Whale Island.

In 1958 Basil took a "golden bowler" (early retirement) to pursue a career as a local government 
officer, first in Gosport and then in Portsmouth.  He retired in 1984, and four years later settled in 
Torrevieja in Alicante, where he established a new Masonic lodge, Old Tower.  As we know he finally 
settled in Cherry Hinton

A member of the Battle of the River Plate Association, Basil visited the town of Ajax in Ontario, 
Canada, on several occasions. The town made a decision to name the majority of its streets after 
the men who served in the three ships, Exeter, Achilles and Ajax involved in the battle. There is a 
road named after Basil in the town, Trott Lane. 

Basil died on 12th July 2021.  His first wife Violet Duncan who he married in 1943 died in 1989.  Basil 
is survived by his son and his second wife Sadie Anderson-Rush, whom he married in 1994.

Cherry Hinton Royal British Legion Club in Fisher’s Lane

On a trawl through the newspaper cuttings which Sue Kitchin lent me I found an article about 
Fisher’s Lane in the Weekly News dated Thursday June 13th 1988.  The report was by Dan Jackson 
and the heading said “ Fisher’s Lane, Cherry Hinton, is mainly modern council houses, but there 
have been a few houses there for more than a century.  One family, the Tabors, have lived there for 
over 100 years and the story of the street is told here by Miss Gladys Tabor, who now lives in one of 
the new houses.  All the old photographs are from her collection”

Member Paul Holmes, Chair of the Cherry Hinton RBL, reminded me recently that in October 2022 it 
will be 100 years since it formed.  The Local History has worked closely with the RBL and other 
Cherry Hinton groups when we planned the WW1 Commemoration in 2019 and also when we 
planned a similar commemoration for VE day last year.  It would seem appropriate for the Local 
History Society to collect memories of the Cherry Hinton RBL so I am starting it off with this 
information from Dan Jackson’s article.  Dan writes:

The Tabor family have been even more closely linked with the Royal British Legion club in Fisher’s 
Lane, opposite the chapel.  The oldest brother of the family was killed in the First War and it was 
largely due to his younger brother, Percy, that the club came into being.

The recreation ground is the village’s war memorial and it seemed appropriate that a hut there 
should be the first home of the Legion.  However the City Council asked them to get off the rec.  
Money was raised from dances, whist drives and the like, the present Nissen hut type of building 
acquired.

Miss Tabor said her brother devoted his life to the Legion and was branch president.  For her part, 
she has been treasurer of the branch for 28 years and is also president of the women’s section.  She 
says membership of the branch has gone into decline and it has no younger members.
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The First Cherry Hinton British Legion Hall on the Recreation Ground 

The British Legion Hall in Fisher’s Lane in 1988 (Photo Eddie Collinson)

I know many people have fond memories of events in the British Legion Hut – if you have 
memories, photos of events, or of the Cherry Hinton RBL itself or know someone who has 
please let me know so we can record the memories in time for the RBL’s 100th celebrations.
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Committee Member John Gates Remembers More about His National Service

On the day in 1953 that the shooting team were 
travelling up to Catterick for the REME Northern 
Command Competition, we were told that as we 
would be travelling most of the day we would have 
haversack rations supplied- Army speak for a packed 
lunch. They were supposed to be ready for collection 
at breakfast , but of course were not ready.   They were 
not ready when it was time for us to leave camp and 
walk up the road to the railway station.  While we were 
waiting for the train a utility truck from the camp 
arrived and one of the cooks produced a tray of 
sandwiches  - two thick slices of bread with a slice of 
cooked meat between- no butter, no margarine and no 
wrapping!

 There we were on the station with our gear around us, our small pack with our personal kit in, 
our groundsheet/cape folded and looped over the pack, a rifle each, Bren guns and Sten guns 
between us and now one hand holding a sandwich that was supposed to last us the day. We 
decided to eat the sandwich as quickly as possible before the train arrived. I can't remember if 
we managed to get more food on way up North, buffet trolleys on trains were unknown in British 
Rail days, we probably had to wait for our evening meal at the Catterick REME Unit where were 
based.

As John says “an amusing story that shows some of the difficulties we faced as soldiers trying to 
live a simple life!”  I would like to thank John for all the articles he has produced – from the “Lost 
Colleges of Cambridge” to his National Service Memories -  there has been one in every 
newsletter I think.  

Another of Member’s Jean Seymour’s School Memories of a Day Trip 
from Coleridge School to Stratford-On-Avon

On 12 May 1964, our headmistress Miss Lunn, hired a train (I believe it was steam) and virtually 
the whole of Coleridge Girls' School (about 325) went on a day trip to Stratford-upon-Avon to 
celebrate the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare's birth.  I cannot remember how we all got to 
Cambridge Station.  We boarded the train and must have travelled on part of the old Cambridge-
Oxford Rail line.

We were split up into year 
groups and went to visit the 
various attractions in the town as 
seen in these photos.

The one on the left is of 
Shakespeare’s birthplace in
Henley Street in Stratford
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Member’s Jean Seymour’s School Trip to Stratford Continued

Jean’s Photos of Visiting Anne Hathaway’s Cottage at Shottery

Marion and Jean in the Knott Garden of 
New Place which Shakespeare bought as 
a family home in 1597 when he was 33

Maureen, Marion and Jean by the 
Shakespeare Memorial 

and Statue of Falstaff

It was fortunately a fine sunny day and our group 
were the new 'Lower 5th'. 'Staying on' to do 
GCE's or the secretarial course.  Thus we were 
allowed to choose a new fabric for a summer 
dress to wear during our last year.  This day I 
believe is the first day we wore the dress (It was 
green stripes with flowers between the stripes) 
as shown in this group photo of some of us by 
the river (unfortunately not colour). 

Jean, Marion, Annette, Linda, Rita, Susan, Janet, 
Margaret and Maureen.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable day and they even arranged for us all to have a cooked lunch.   Of 
course when we got back we had to do the obligatory write up about the trip,  but the school also 
held a 'Shakespeare Festival' at the school.  Tudor  music and  dancing, exerts from plays and 
sonnets and of course the record of our trip. As I have mentioned Miss Lunn was a very forward 
looking teacher.
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The Giant's Grave/The Spring Head by Sue Hames

My introduction to Cherry Hinton was many years ago in the early 1950s, when I was just a girl.  Our 
family sometimes took an afternoon walk, weather permitting, from my grandparents house off Mill 
Road, via Perne Road and Cherry Hinton Road to the High Street. You passed Springfield Farm. The 
farmhouse is still there.  At the time the farm boundary was iron railings and you could see the pigs 
in the field. We would go down and around the stream to have a closer look.

Our walked continued down the High Street, into Railway Street along past the Cement Works to 
the 'Tins' and back to Mill Road.  I think I was either in a pushchair and then on a bike!   Apart from 
looking at the pigs I was always reluctant to leave the fascination of watching the swirling blades in 
the massive tubs of cement in front of the Cement Works.

The work at the Robin Hood junction brought back memories of how different Cherry Hinton was 
when in 1957, Springfield Farm having been sold for housing, we moved into a house in Friars Close. 
The iron railings became our garden boundary and we could see the stream etc and also across to 
the Robin Hood looking very different to nowadays.

From our windows we could watch people 'come and go'. It made the washing up much more 
interesting.  My Mum would know who got off the bus and when. If anyone was visiting the kettle 
would go on and the tea would be ready by the time they had walked round to the house.

This was especially appreciated by our relatives visiting from Yorkshire.  After a long journey, in 
those days, by coach or train, they knew we would see them get off the bus and there would be a 
drink and 'eats' ready for them.  Coats would be swiftly removed, cases stowed in the hall ready to 
go upstairs, hands washed etc and we would be at the table for refreshments and a catch- up on all 
the news, within 15 minutes.
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The Giant's Grave/The Spring Head by Sue Hames – Continued
We didn't use the junction that much as we mainly cycled everywhere, no cars for us at that time. If 
we came down Cherry Hinton Road we cut through Cherry Close, or we went along the Snakey path to 
Mill Road and into town that way.  The photo taken in 1985 shows how 'open' it was , sadly the two 
conifers had already been planted. How much nicer native species are!  I know the photo is taken in 
wintertime.  In the present day photo it shows how little is visible from the path.

Wouldn't it be lovely to be able to view one of our villages assets, the 'Springhead', which holds so 
much history for our village.   My parents had their cherished corner, for 30 years, in a Close, in Cherry 
Hinton.  Now Ken and I have ours in Daws Close. Very different but also very much enjoyed. Most of 
the time our 'little peace of heaven'.

Thanks to Sue, Chair Ken’s wife, for writing this article and the one about Fred Dibnah’s visit to the 
Museum of Technology.  It was good to start and end this month’s newsletter at the Giant’s Grave.

What Happens Next? A Date for Your Diary – Monday September 27th at 7.30pm
The Committee met in Chair Ken’s Garden  - Sue’s 'little peace of heaven' on Tuesday 28th July for the first 
time in person.  We are hoping that we will be able to hold our September meeting.  Depending on what 
we hear from St. Andrews we will confirm the date and let you know exactly how we mean to do this 
nearer the date by email or phone.  

Subscriptions for 2021
Since there were only 2 meetings last year and if we are lucky possibly 3 this year the Committee have 
decided not to collect subscriptions from members who paid for 2020 – we have a list!   In our Society we 
do not chase subscriptions except at the door! – if you did not pay your subscription  last year we will 
politely ask you to pay when you return to a meeting! 

Thanks for your support! 
Although I am sure we have all missed meeting in person the newsletters have recorded a lot of local 
history information.  I think 33 members contributed to the newsletter.  To the list I would add a special 
thank you to Tony Mason who has introduced us to a whole lot of Cherry Hinton characters.  Please don’t 
put the pens away yet just in case we need another newsletter in the future!  Mo


