Cherry Hinton Local History Chatterings - Edition 7 October 2020
Mark Bradford, an Ely Cathedral and Tower guide, who was due to give our October talk starts the
newsletter with an article on the cathedral . We hope to re-arrange the talk and visit the Cathedral
when circumstances allow. The newsletter also reflects the fact that Remembrance Day occurred
this week. Usually there would have been a service at the War Memorial led by Nic Boyns and the
RBL in the morning and one at St. Andrews in the afternoon which would have included a
procession of organisations. This year St. Andrews filmed a ceremony and the Local History
Society was asked to take part - you can find out more at the end of the Newsletter. As the Scouts
and Guides would usually be part of the procession it is fitting that member Sheila Beck has put
together some information about Cherry Hinton Scouts from over the last century. Her daughter,
Katie Shipp has written about her experiences in the Cherry Hinton Brownies and Guides

Ely Cathedral

Ely Cathedral
By Mark Bradford Cathedral Guide/Tower Guide
Ely Cathedral dominates the flat fenland landscape surrounding it- this bastion of Christianity is
known as ‘the Ship of the Fens’ as it appears to ‘float’ on the flat horizon. This would have appeared
even more so before the middle of the 17 th century, when the Fens were undrained and covered by
water.
The Isle of Ely has had a Christian church on it since around the year 630, but the cathedral’s history
really begins in 673, when a local Queen, Etheldreda, built a mixed monastery (for men and women)
on the island and took up the position of Abbess.
The location was ideal for quiet prayer and contemplation, for the Fens were sparsely populated and
difficult to travel through. Sadly, Etheldreda was not to run her monastery for long, dying in 679. She
was buried in a stone coffin on the site and the monastery placed in charge of her sister, and then
her niece.
Both were queens in their own right. This gave rise to the coat
of arms of the cathedral seen today, prominently displayed on
monuments and in stained glass windows, of three gold crowns
on a red background, each crown representing the early
abbesses.
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Ely Cathedral By Mark Bradford Continued
In 695, Etheldreda’s coffin was moved into a church on the site – her body was found to be in a
remarkable state of preservation and this, along with various miracles attributed to her, led to
her being made a Saint, along with her sister and niece. As a result Ely became a site of
pilgrimage, but around 870 it was sacked by the Vikings and went into decline until 970 when it
was re-founded as a Benedictine monastery – this time for monks only!
In 1066, William the Conqueror landed at Hastings and made his way north, subjugating the
country as he went. However, on encountering the Fens, his progress stalled – the countryside
was notoriously difficult to negotiate safely and he was further hampered by stiff resistance led
by Hereward the Wake.
He moved on from East Anglia, heading north, but returned in 1071-72 with the rest of the
country under his control, and unfinished business to attend to. Ely was used as a base by
Hereward, but the local monks saw the writing on the wall, and told William’s troops how to
safely reach the monastery and Hereward was subsequently vanquished.
Because of its religious importance, the Normans decided that they would remove the Saxon
church and replace it with a cathedral of their own. Ely was still an isolated outpost of no real
importance, but the huge edifice planned by the Normans was not only a religious statement,
but a political one, too.
Visible for many miles in each direction it was a clear and undeniable marker, that the Normans
were in charge. Anyone who doubted their power, only had to look at the huge cathedral being
raised on the horizon to see tangible evidence of it.
With the new cathedral completed in 1189, the monastery flourished and the town developed as
a result. The cathedral remained an imposing silhouette on the horizon, but it’s outline changed
in 1322 when the original, square, central tower collapsed.
The Prior, Alan de Walsingham, rebuilt the tower to his own
design – a stunning wooden lantern surmounting a vast,
vaulted central tower.
The monastery became the second richest in the country, but
it fell victim to Henry VIII’s reforms in 1539, their wealth
being diverted into the King’s coffers. To ensure sung services
continued Henry founded the Kings School to provide
choirboys for the choir – a tradition that still flourishes today.

The Lantern from Historian of
Medieval Carpentry by Cecil
Hewett

The cathedral slowly declined and was closed to the public
for a short time in 1643 when Cromwell was in power (he
was a resident of Ely for some years from 1636, moving into
his wife’s mother’s house).

Despite the reinstatement of the monarchy and the reopening of the cathedral, its fortunes
continued to decline. It underwent major repairs in the mid 1700’s to keep it standing, but was
neglected further until the intervention of the Victorians in 1845.
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Ely Cathedral By Mark Bradford Continued
A relatively untried architect called George Gilbert Scott was bought in to save the building – with
the Chapter’s support he repaired and re-structured the building and, as a result, went on to work
on many churches and cathedrals and became a major success. Although later criticised for altering
many of these buildings, without his intervention, the cathedral would not have survived to the
present day.
The Victorian painted ceilings of the West Tower and nave, along with the magnificent central
tower vaulting and lantern continue to fascinate today’s visitors. The unique central tower attracts
visitors from all over the world, being variously described as ‘probably the grandest timber
structure ever built in England’ and ‘the only gothic dome in the world’.

Following another major restoration at the end of the 20 th century, today’s cathedral continues to
be a centre for Christian worship, as well as a tourist attraction and community-hub, attracting
school visits, exhibitions and concerts and hosting the popular Christmas Fair (pandemics
permitting!) every November.
1 Oliver Rackham ‘The History of the Countryside’ J.M.Dent & Sons 1986
2 Christopher Winn, ‘I Never Knew That About England’ Ebury Press 2005

CANCELLATION OF THE AGM TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 30TH NOVEMBER
In light of the present lockdown due to Covid 19, and in line with advice given by the
National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO), the Cherry Hinton Local History
Society will not be able to hold the AGM this year as an open general meeting.
Government advice is that an AGM does not have to be organized,
provided the membership is informed of the cancellation,
and this notice therefore serves this purpose.
The next newsletter will contain the usual reports presented at the AGM
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Scouting in Cherry Hinton By Member Sheila Beck
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From the Parish Magazine – April 1919
‘The Boy Scouts have come into existence and have made a good start with six members’.
Reprinted from June, 1919 in St. Andrew’s Parish Magazine, June 1979.
‘The Boy Scouts were admitted at a special service in the Church on Sunday May 11, by the
District Commissioner the Rev. C. T. Wood, Fellow and Dean of Queens College, Cambridge, who
gave a most inspiring address’.
From the Parish Magazine - November 1919.
The following communication has been received from the Acting Scoutmaster:No doubt when the Scouts started in Cherry Hinton, we were discussed a great deal,- a lot of
tomfoolery – make the boys much worse than they are already. The good people who passed
these remarks are entirely wrong. We have lost one or two boys, but it was said at a meeting of
Scoutmasters in London that out of every three boys who join the movement you must expect to
lose at least one. The boys are very keen on Scouting, and seem likely to stick to it. We are now
17 strong, and they have all passed the Tenderfoot badge, and 14 of them the Second Class
badge, which is a record for any troop. Besides that they have won 28 Proficiency badges. All
the scouts are very keen on playing football, but footballs, goal posts and other necessities cost a
great deal of money. If anyone who believes that football brings out pluck, unselfishness,
fairness and other good qualities will help us, I shall be very pleased.
G.C. Langham, ASM
From the Parish Magazine – May 1979
Personality of the Month. Mrs I. Ward . Mrs. Ward and her husband had a great interest in
young people and knowing this the late headmaster of Cherry Hinton School, Mr. Bray, asked
them to form a cub pack, and later a scout troop which is the Cambridge 27 th. Mrs. Ward is a life
member and still helps with badge work.
Mrs. Harrison of Cherry Hinton was asked about her recollections connected with the scout
movement in Cherry Hinton (From a tape of an oral history conversation dated 21 Nov 1984)
The Headmaster of the little school then was Mr Bray and he called a meeting there of all parents
interested to come and see about starting a group. So of course I sat in the front row again, and I
got roped in!, same as I did with the History Society. Mr. and Mrs Ward started it up. It was
quite successful really, but the thing is we couldn’t get any premises. There was a piece of land
that we asked about and they said we couldn’t build on it because the sewer ran under and you
can’t build on a sewer. But afterwards they built the houses in Fishers Lane so the sewer was
diverted to go down there instead. But of course by then it was too expensive for us anyway.
But they haven’t really got their own place, apart from these grounds (now Langdale Close). It’s
the old Vicarage.
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Mrs. Harrison’s conversation continued
There was a coach house for the vicarage – the little old brick-built place. Its at the end of the
playground of the school. It had wide doors for the coach to go in and mangers and everything. It
hadn’t been used for years. And now I don’t know whether the scouts have bought it or they
rented it and they’ve done it up because it was falling to pieces. It hadn’t been used for years.
Kids got in and wrecked it, more or less, in the summer...so they’re doing something to it. They’ve
built a fence all round the outside. I don’t know whether they’re going to hold meetings there or
whether they’re just going to store their gear.
Q. So the scouts started about 20 years ago? A. No, longer than that, about 38 years ago.
From The Parish Magazine, February 2001.
The following is a letter received from Adrian Sweet, who is endeavouring to form a new Scout
Troop in the Village.
NEW TROOP, NEW OPPORTUNITIES
Cherry Hinton has been without a Scout Troop for several years, although we have a very strong
Beaver and Cub Pack. I have been running the 27 th Cambridge Jubilee Cub Pack for the last year
and a half and now wish to start up a new Scout Troop so that local children have the opportunity
to continue within the Scouting movement. I was a cub and then a scout myself when I was
young and then for many years was an assistant scout leader with the 14 th Cambridge Scout
Troop which is still running strong today.
Scouting is for boys and girls aged ten and a half to sixteen years of age. Our meetings will be
held every Tuesday evening during term time from 7.30 p.m. until 9.00 p.m. at the British Legion
Hall in Fishers Lane, Cherry Hinton.
We have seven boys ready to move up from Cubs into Scouts and are spreading the news so that
we can attract new members. We try to arrange as many activities as possible for the children,
from Award work where they tackle more serious issues such as learning First Aid and the
Countryside Code, to night hikes, camping weekends, tracking, pioneering and knots (of course)
as well as plenty of games and competitions. The meetings are much enjoyed by all and we are
hoping that we can encourage other young people to join us – if you have any children of this age
group who would be interested in coming along, they would be most welcome.
On the left the 1972 World Membership Badge
worn on Scout’s uniform today
Below the digital age badge was introduced in May
2018 – it is more visible at a smaller size –
especially on phones and other devices.
(Information from the Scouts Heritage Site)
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Memories of Cherry Hinton Brownies and Guides by Katie Shipp (Sheila Beck’s Daughter)
Memories of Cherry Hinton Brownies
I attended Brownies in the mid seventies.
This photo shows some of my group at the
1977 Jubilee Service).
The meetings were held at Cherry Hinton
Infant School and were led by three women
we knew as Brown Owl, Tawny Owl and
Snowy Owl.
Our pack was divided into groups called
'Sixes' that were named after fairy folk; I
think I started as a Gnome but ended up as
the 'Sixer' of the Elves! Each week the
sessions were a fun mix of games, songs
and badge work.
I remember the induction ceremony which involved walking a winding route around some plastic
toadstools, looking into a 'pond' (which must have been a mirror or tin foil) and saying the
Brownie promise:
I promise that I will do my best to do my duty to God,
to serve the Queen, help other people and keep the Brownie guide law.
We wore brown dresses with belts,
yellow ties and brown bobble hats.
There were various embroidered badges
which could be earned and sewn along
the right sleeve.

Brownie Hat, Guide Hat, Necktie & Scarf

I remember doing the cooks badge, the
home help badge and the friendship
badge. For the friendship badge I had to
learn a story from another culture and
make a scrapbook all about a country of
my choice.

I recall going to the house of the assessor, who happened to be the Mum of one of my friends,
where I had to retell the story, describe the flag and answer various questions about what I'd
found out. The Handbook set out the requirements for each badge and had other information
about being a Brownie; I enjoyed reading through this and looking at the illustrations.
Each session ended with the pack coming together in a circle to sing the Brownies' song:
We're Brownie Guides, we're Brownie Guides,
We're here to lend a hand,
To love our God and Serve our Queen,
And help our homes and lands.
We're Brownie Guides, we're Brownie Guides,
From North, South, East and West,
We join together in a ring
And try to do our best.
To finish, we would all say 'goodnight' doing the three fingered Brownie salute.
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Memories of Cherry Hinton Guides by Katie Shipp
I moved on from Brownies to Guides in the late seventies. These meetings were held at Colville
Junior School. Guide troops were divided into groups of around six girls, called patrols. The troop
leader was our Captain who had a Lieutenant (known as Lefty) and a third in command who we
called Righty. The uniform was blue with a more military style hat. Our patrols were named after
flowers - I was in the daffodils.
Sessions began with an inspection of each patrol where uniforms were checked and we had to
show that we had the required items in our pockets to 'be prepared' - the Guide motto. These
included a 2 pence piece for a phone call, which I remember being raised to 10p when the charge
from a phone box went up. It was considered very important that the coin should be shiny!
The most memorable experience for me was going to camp. I recall visiting the scouting shop on
Perne Road to buy the equipment needed including an enamel mug, a mess tin and a torch. Each
patrol had a separate tent and we did lots of games and singing songs including 'You'll Never Get to
Heaven' round the camp fire. I also remember some unexciting tasks such as emptying very full
buckets from the latrines!
Like Brownies, Guides were
expected to attend Remembrance
Day and other services.
One year (this was 17th July 1977 for
the Jubilee Service) my sister
Rachel, seen in this photo outside
Cherry Hinton Baptist Church, had
the honour of carrying the flag; I
was relieved that it wasn't me when
I felt how heavy it was.

Once there was a large jamboree / friendship event with hundreds of Guides coming together. We
had to stay close together to avoid getting lost in the crowd. I also remember watching a gang
show which I think was at the ADC Theatre in Cambridge. This included performances by some of
the older girls who had moved on to Rangers.

Most weekly sessions consisted of
playing games and doing badge work.
(See some examples from the 1970’s in
the photo.)
I remember learning how to make a
sling for the first aid badge as well as
using dummies to learn resuscitation
skills. Another project was making props
for a performance we were doing as part
of the entertainers badge.
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Feedback on Last Month’s Article on The History of Pye from Member Linda Whitton
My father worked at Pye TVT, which was situated down York Street, before they moved down to
Coldham's Lane, he was the Manager in charge of the outside broadcasting vans for the TV
programmes, I suppose. His name was George Coleman, but was always known as Alex, being his
second name. He worked with someone called Leslie, known as Les, I believe, (I was in Canada
during his time working there). We had a cousin, Dad's 2nd cousin I believe, who worked for Pye's
as well, called Don Coleman, who invented the underwater camera, I believe but he worked at
Hague Road I think.
Dad had a secretary and from what I remember he got on very well with his co-workers and
actually retired from there, but can't remember how long he worked there for, for a few years I
think. I do remember seeing a photo of him in his office up at Coldham's Lane, but don't know
where it is now, sorry. I remember that my parents went to a do at the University Arms Hotel
(where my Dad was also a Porter at sometime in his life) and met Flora Robson!! He worked at the
York Street depot before they moved to Coldham's Lane.

Members Gerald Rogers and Ken Phillips Share Memories of Working at Pye
(Ken Hames and I caught up with Gerald and Ken working together
in the St. Andrews’ Churchyard)
Gerald (in the grey jacket in the photo) started
working at Labgear, Cromwell Road when he was
15 years old in 1953 and worked for Pyes/Phillips
until they closed down in 1999. He started as an
Errand Boy, Gerald worked in the assembly shop,
stores, goods in. He serviced instruments and
repaired aerials. Eventually Gerald became a
Security and Maintenance Man. He got the job
because his predecessor trod on a nail and ended
up having to have his foot amputated – Gerald was
told he knew everyone! He also did Industrial First
Aid.
Ken (in the blue jacket) worked in the Unicam
Maintenance Department in York Street. He drove
and maintained fork lift trucks. He remembers
working lots of overtime – sometimes 7 day s a
week.

In their conversation Gerald talked about the Woodcraft people who made the wooden cabinets for
the television sets coming to work at Labgear because the cabinets were no longer needed. They
both remembered there were 15 coaches waiting in New Street for the workers who came from as
far away as March. The aerials were sent to Fulbourn Hospital where some of the patients fitted
coax plugs onto the leads presumably as part of their occupational therapy. The canteen was
subsidised and Gerald’s mother worked there serving teas and coffees.
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'LOST' CAMBRIDGE COLLEGES - by Committee Member John Gates
GOD'S HOUSE was founded in about 1436 by William Bingham, Parson of the Church of St John
Zachary, it was a small school or college for teaching grammar, which he considered was being
neglected (this sounds familiar). It was located at the corner of Milne Street (Trinity Lane) and Piron
Lane, which ran from Milne Street to join High Street (now King's Parade) opposite to St Edward's
Passage. The college had some connection to Clare Hall. (Map below from capturingcambridge.org)

In 1443 King Henry VI began his plans to enlarge King's College, and large parts of the medieval
town were cleared. This included God's House, Piron Lane, part of Milne Street and two other roads
Water Lane and Balthythe Lane which ran from Milne Street to the river and St John Zachary Church
which was alongside Clare Hall. The sections of Milne Street that survived are Trinity Lane and
Queens' Lane.
After a long delay, Bingham obtained a new site just outside the Barnwell Gate on Preacher Street
(now St Andrews Street). The revenues of the college allowed for only a Proctor and four scholars
who lived in an ordinary dwelling house, no special buildings were erected.
Early in the 16th century, Lady Margaret Beaufort, mother of King Henry VII and founder of St
John's College, became interested in God's House and resolved to refound it and put it on a sound
financial basis. Henry VI had failed in his intention to endow it with funds for maintaining 60
scholars and to complete the college. In 1505 she obtained a charter for an establishment of a
Master, 12 Fellows and 47 scholars, making the 60, and the name was changed to Christ's College.
Lady Margaret died in1509 and the college along with St John's were completed under the
supervision of her friend and executor, John Fisher Bishop of Rochester.
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Michelle Bullivant Wins Funds from Care UK to produce Cherry Hinton History Walks
Do you remember the Festival History Walks led by Michelle in
2018 and 2019? Our favourite Cherry Hinton Historian Michelle
took us back through time looking at Church End, Railway Street,
Pamplin Court and Coldhams Lane in her own unique style.

Michelle took part in a competition to
name the new Care UK home, on
Bullen Close, which will open in
August 2021. The competition called
for the people who know the area
best, its residents, to share
suggestions that had a cultural or
historical reference to the town.

Michelle, Phillip Steyn – Regional Director for Care UK
and Mo outside Heathlands House Site

As a reward for coming up with the
winning name, Care UK has donated
£250 to our Society, which will be
used to create a booklet of walking
routes for local people wanting to
discover more about the hidden
history and culture of the Cambridge
suburb.

Michelle gave these reasons for her choice of name. There was a great heath, with small springs
running through in your area which ran from the crest of the Gogmagog hills right up what is now
Cherry Hinton Road to Hills Road, Cambridge. The students from Cambridge during the 1700’s were
often told off for riding their horses too fast across this heath to get to Cherry Hinton – it would
have looked something like the moors in Yorkshire do today.
Michelle, Roy and Mo are looking forward to working together on this project.
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Feedback from Member Mike Rolfe on Ron English’s Article on ‘The Leasehold Story’
Ron's 'Leasehold Story' was of particular interest to me as my family home was in Mawson Road,
which runs parallel to Glisson Road. Mum and Dad bought their house just after WW2. It was part
way through a 99 year lease, Gonville and Caius being the ground landlord. Mum and Dad prudently
took the chance to buy the freehold following the passing of the Leasehold Reform Act
1967.

Christmas Newsletter
Can you make a contribution?
Thanks to everyone who has contributed this year already!
Usually you all bring brilliant food to the Social Evening

Instead this year can you please send a contribution towards the next Newsletter
Any memories you have of Christmas will be welcome, a Christmas Greeting,
Photos, your own illustrations – anything Christmassy – perhaps a card design

Thank you!
The newsletter will also contain the usual AGM Reports
email mo@cherrydesigns.org.uk or phone 01223 210724 by Friday November 27th

Events Around this time in the 1800’s recorded in the
Cherry Hinton Chronicle
(Edited by Member Sheila Beck)
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Events Around this time in the 1800’s recorded in the Cherry Hinton Chronicle
November 17th 1860
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WW2 Memories
The Society is still collecting WW2 memories.. During lock down member Sue Kitchin suggested I
should ring Win Fulger. I did and found she had a very interesting time in WW2.

Wyn Fulger’s Memories of Being a Welder in WW2
Wyn lived in Bury St. Edmunds when WW2 started. She was called up to work in a factory in
Letchworth just before she was 21 years old. She went for training first – they were asked what
they would like to do but nobody explained the options so Wyn was trained to be a welder. The
trainees stayed in hostels. She met an Irish girl when she trained and they remained friends
throughout the war, working in factories opposite each other. Wyn says she was very scared when
she saw the sparks from the welding machines when they were first taken into the training area.
Wyn went to work at Hume and Atkins, a small factory in a road with lots of other factories. She
was one girl with 50 men, she said the factory was very dirty. She welded parts for aircraft and
made pieces for Bailey Bridges – large beams. She said the people were usually nice. There was a
young boy, near her age. He went out to lunch with his brother who had leave from the army and
came back drunk. Wyn spent the afternoon in the toilet, which was not very nice she said – no seat
for instance, because he was making advances! His workmates couldn’t send him home because
he was in digs.
Wyn was billeted in digs. The first set were with a young mother with a little girl, the husband was
away in the forces. She was fed well in this house. Other digs were not so good, you could be
made to feel that people were taking in lodgers for the money. Most of her wages were paid for
her digs and on food if she were hungry. When she laid in bed she could hear the planes going over
at night she could tell the difference between German and English planes.
Wyn thought that Letchworth Garden City wouldn’t have any pubs but it did. There was one 10
minutes away from where she lived – which had a big hall. There were lots of American bases
around. They would hold dances in the hall with wonderful music and food. There was coke or
coffee to drink but no alcohol. The Americans were very nice and very respectful. Sometimes Wyn
and friends went on lorries but there was always an elderly woman who went with them to
chaperone.
Though she suffered scars on her feet from welding sparks she says she has lots of happy
memories. I asked Wyn if she continued to work in welding after the war but she said she then
worked in shops.

Remembrance Day – Chair Ken Hames’ Memories
This year we have not been able to commemorate Remembrance Sunday in the usual way, although
some events have still been able to take place in a Covid Secure way. This year has seen the 80th
anniversaries of Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain and 75 years since the ending of WW2.
Many of us will have memories of those who served in the conflicts and will have remembered
them in our own way. I remembered my grandfather who was a medic in WW1. I also remembered
my father who was lucky to escape from Dunkirk. Throughout my childhood I remember my dad
polishing his medals and going on the Remembrance Parade to the City War Memorial which he
faithfully did every year, the medals jingling on his chest.
Whatever your memories, l know that we will always remember those that gave so much for us.
Keep safe,
Ken
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Remembrance in Cherry Hinton
Ken and I represented the Local History Society for the Remembrance Service which was filmed for
St. Andrews on the last day before Lockdown. We were asked to talk about two of the people
buried in the war graves at St. Andrews. Ken suggested that we should choose WW2 pilots since it
was 80 years since the Battle of Britain and 75 since the war ended.
Here are the two pilots we chose.

Ken chose Frederick Cecil Harrold
because he was a Battle of Britain
Pilot.
Frederick was a Pilot Officer, 501
Squadron, Royal Air Force who died
on the 28th September 1940. He was
flying a Hurricane which was shot
down by Me 109, over Ulcombe, Kent.
He was 23 years old. Frederick was
the son of Frederick Charles and
Florence Nightingale Harrold, of 38
Hills Avenue, Cambridge.

I chose Bernard George Hawkes
because he lived so near St. Andrews
Bernard was a Sergeant (Pilot) in the
R.A.F. who died on the 5th December
1942. He was flying in a FVR
Wellington
which
crashed
at
Ardington on a night training flight. He
was 20 years old. Bernard was the son
of John Bernard and Nora Hawkes, of
125 Church End – Mafeking Cottage,
Cherry Hinton, Cambridge.

The War Memorial on
Remembrance Sunday
(8th November 2020).
The poppy blanket was made of
individual poppies, knitted,
crocheted and sewn by Cherry
Hinton Residents in 2018.

