
Cherry Hinton Local History Chatterings - Edition 6 September 2020
As you will see this newsletter comes in two parts.  Our September talk was to be about Pye – 
their story is told at the Museum of Technology and the speaker Roger Crabtree has given us a 
summary of what it will be about when we can get together again in the future.  Martin Lawson 
worked at Pye and his article tells us about his time whilst Jack King and Ken Hames had relatives 
who worked there.

Many of us have walked round Cherry Hinton Hall and seen the labels on the trees.  The July article
on Cherry Hinton Hall stimulated Gill Mallett to come up with her own tree trail – Roy and I have 
had great fun finding the trees (not all of Gill’s trail are labelled) as Roy took the photos and we 
have certainly learnt how to recognise them.  Out tip would be to go before the leaves fall off the 
trees!

The Pye Story with Photos by kind permission of the Pye History Trust

The Pye TVT factory on Coldhams Lane in Cherry Hinton which will be of local 
interest.  This is of Pye TVT ( short for Television Transmission) which from the mid 
60s was based in Coldhams Lane near the Cherry Hinton end. Some buildings still 
survive - Leica??

The Pye Story
By Roger Crabtree

Our talk tells the story of how Pye, founded in 1896 in a garden shed in Chesterton, grew over the 
next 70 years to become one of the UK’s biggest electronic companies, with over 30,000 employees 
worldwide.  Some 7,000 of these worked in and around Cambridge, making Pye by far the biggest 
private sector employer in the Cambridge area.



Making radios in the 1920s (in the factory shown in below)
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Aerial view of Pye’s main site in 1960s. Elizabeth Way is top left, St Andrews Road is bottom 
left, St Andrews church cemetery is on right.  The main factory complex is in the middle, 
while the new Pye Head Office is bottom left. I would think this was taken in the 1970’s.

The talk on the Story of Pye will describe
:the inspirational leadership of a man who led the group for almost 40 years
: many of Pye’s ‘firsts’
: its big contribution in WW2 in radar and military communications
: its wide range of activities – over 70 companies
: what it was like to work and play for Pye

And you will hear how all of this sadly disappeared in the 1980s and 1990s so there is nothing left in 
Cambridge today
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Member  Martin Lawson writes about Working for Pye and Phillips 
from 1978 -1996 then as Simoco until 2020 

With Photos by kind permission of the Pye History Trust

I worked for Pye and then Philips from 1978 to 1996 when it was taken over by Simoco and worked 
for Simoco until 2002.  Actually I had a couple of temporary jobs with Pye in 1977. I was sent by the 
Ann Petengell agency which was in Mill Road.

My first stint was with Production 
Control at St Andrews Road. My job 
there was progress chaser.  I had to 
make sure by looking at computer 
print outs that the kits of equipment 
for the Haverhill Pye factory were 
complete.  I would often head for 
the stores with a document  called a 
UI (unscheduled issue).  I would 
approach a stores person who was 
not too busy and ask him to find me 
the particular component.  Once the 
boxes were ready I would put them 
on trolleys for delivery to the 
factory.

Aerial view of Pye’s main site on St Andrews Road around 1980

The second was in Gwydir Street 
for Sales Accounts.  The site was 
a small group of units 
overlooking the Mill road 
cemetery at the back.  The 
Manager was Doug Sketchley a 
very strict but fair boss.  I looked 
after the sales data base.  In 
those day you filled in a form 
and sent it to the computer  
department to make changes in 
customer details.  While I was 
there I applied for the job of 
Technical Clerk Trainee.

Pye Telecom’s building in Gwdir Street

I was given the job after interview by John Lindsey, the manager. He was a great boss to have . If 
Engineering Departments wanted work done by the Technical Documentation Department (TDD) he 
would see how busy we were and schedule the work in. The department had about 10 members in 
those days. It had the data base song ‘You put your input in , your output out , you do the hokey 
Cokey etc. and its own slang for example  “a klag up” was what it sound s like - a mess up.
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Pye Telecom’s Ditton Works factory on 
Newmarket Road

John sent me for a sort of work experience in 
several other departments so that I got an 
overview of how the company interrelated.  Part 
of that was at Ditton Works at Newmarket Road 
on the corner with Ditton Lane.  It was a hot 
summer and one job was to work in stores.  The 
stores office was near the roof so the heat rising 
from the stores below and the heat from the roof 
made it stifling.  I spent a couple of weeks  on the 
line putting together  plugs to go into our two way 
radios.   

One of the first things I signed up for was the Philips pension.  It is a very good final salary scheme. I 
am glad I did I have been drawing on it since I was 60 which was the intention of the scheme.  There 
was no difference if you left it later.  

I was a keen trade unionist and joined as soon as I got the job offer. Pye had its own ASTMS union 
branch for members of all the many Pye companies in Cambridgeshire. Any member could attend as 
well as the branch officials.  It was not unusual in those days for a dozen or so to attend. The chairman 
was Ken(neth) de Pledge, there was a very charismatic vice chair called Vic(tor) Godfrey and Colin 
Rosenstiel would often attend.  Vic  later joined the SDP and Colin was soon to be elected to Market 
Ward as a Liberal Party city councillor.  Which does  show that  you do not have to be Labour Party 
member to be an active trade unionist. 

Meetings were held in an upstairs room in the Royal Standard in Mill Road.  I became a Trades Council 
delegate for the branch for a time.  The Trades Council had delegates from most of the unions that 
were affiliated to the TUC.  It was a sort of mini local TUC if you like.  It often had in those days as 
many as 40 attending.  All sorts of issues were discussed passionately.  I remember Tony Carter, a 
Transport  & General (T&G) delegate and sometimes county councillor , sometimes city councillor for 
Cherry Hinton giving his views on the traffic problems of Cambridge.  The Carter Bridge, the foot and 
cycle bridge over the railway near the station is named after him as he was key in getting it built. 

There was only one strike which was more a day of action while I was at Pye and Philips.  I was in the 
picket line with Richard Howes who later became a Simoco director.  Richard’s wife worked for 
International Sales and attends more recently talks of the Cambridge School of Philosophy.  One 
personnel officer called Adrian, I kid you not, told me that it was only the unions that kept industrial 
relations  civilised.  I saw him in a play at the Arts in a performance of Abelard and Heloise.  The Pye 
Amateur Dramatic Company were very good.  

The picket line photo from 
the Cambridge News
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Working for Pye and Philips by Member Martin Lawson – Continued
Once I had finished my traineeship I applied to Order Process for a job.  Their office was in the AD 
building or wavy navy building as the roof is shaped as radio waves.  I was given the job by another 
John and my supervisor was Maurice Summerfield who was pleased to poach me from his rival John 
Lindsey.  The job was to check the sales orders.  A junior administrator would type the orders from 
the salesmen into the computer system and it it was my job and that of Liam Howard my colleague 
to check for commercial and technical compatibility. For example,’ A’ frequency band sets and ’E’ 
frequency band aerials would not work together.  We worked from the code book which told us a 
little about compatibility.  If in doubt we would pass to Technical Sales who understood all the 
technical issues.  Ranko Pinter,  who gives talks for the Cambridge School of Philosophy, was one of 
that department and Ron Griggs, whose wife was with the St Johns Players who put on plays at 
Townley Hall, Fulbourn.  I worked for 6 years for Order Process.

In 1986 I applied for a job as Senior Technical Clerk in my old department TDD.  John Lindsey 
welcomed me back.  In radio production documentation was taken very seriously.  If the documents 
we produced had the wrong components then they would be bought and the two way radios might 
not work to the specifications of the development teams of engineers.  My job was to act as 
secretary at “Change Not” committees which consisted of representatives of sales, engineering, the 
drawing offices, stores and spares.  No change was made to any equipment unless the committee 
agreed it.  The form eventually ended up with lots of signatures.  Once approved, copies were sent 
out to all the relevant departments. TDD would amend the parts lists, the relevant engineers 
amended the circuit diagrams and test specifications whilst the drawings were amended by the 
relevant drawing office. 

I was given the role of coding officer (no extra money). My job was to look after all of the company’s 
part numbers. When I started there were very old ledgers. An engineer would have to provide data 
sheets of any new component and they were kept in folders as a library for the use of engineers. It 
was always better to use a limited number of components so that Purchasing Department could 
bulk buy.   

Things were changing as regards computers since the first emails were being used.  All Philips 
companies had to conform to Philips standards in all things.   Our documentation and works 
practices had to be amended.  We had then to apply to Eindhoven for new part numbers. This 
meant at first using the primitive email system to give details and send the data sheets by post.  It 
speeded up soon enough  when email attachments was developed.  The Dutchmen had a very 
logical system for part numbers which I appreciated but not everyone liked it.  I did get to visit the 
Head coding officer for Philips in Britain ,  he was Les Ridout , a very nice guy, who welcomed me to 
Philips/Mullard HQ in Mitcham, South London.  Also one of the Heads from Eindhoven called 
Herman visited me in Cambridge. He was a member of the Baha’I faith and had visited the Golden 
Temple in Haifa. 

While in TDD I became a Health and Safety Rep as there had been new legislation called - The 
Health and Safety at Work Act.  I went on a union course.  The company H & S Officer was Charles 
Erskine and amongst the reps was Martin Avery an engineer and who, like me, later became a 
regular attender of St Johns’ Players.  I did not become Secretary of the union group, which was the 
union within the single company, until the uncertain time of the takeover by Simoco.  By then the 
branch met in the Rose and Crown near the East Road roundabout.  John May who lives in Cherry 
Hinton was the Secretary of the branch and Sylvia Carter (Tony Carter’s wife)  was the Chair.  Sylvia 
and Tony also, of course, live in Cherry Hinton.  I had moved from Abbey out to Teversham/Cherry 
Hinton in 1988.  In the later 1990s when  Simoco were our employers and the most regular 
attenders to the union branch lived in Cherry Hinton we had branch meetings in the Rosemary 
Branch.  ASTMS had by then amalgamated with the AEUW to form MSF. 
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Working for Pye and Philips by Member Martin Lawson – Continued

I think it is fair to say that Philips was a paternalistic company in a good sense.  The employees 
were valued and relations with the unions were generally good. The pension scheme was 
excellent. The job evaluation scheme was fair. The canteen staffed by excellent cooks and the 
Sports and Social Club were subsidised.  Sports Days were held. I remember one when  the pop 
group Mud performed their hit Tiger Feet. The redundancy scheme was excellent.  I remember 
the Personnel Department advertising cheap tickets for the cinema. My wife and I saw An Officer 
and a Gentleman. There was a meal, an outing and a payment for employees who reached 20 
years’ service.  Thirteen subsidised buses left the car park soon after 5pm every night to Wisbech, 
March, Haverhill etc.   Most of these good things were phased out by Simoco supposedly because 

of international competition and I discovered that the opposite of paternalist was mercenary.     

A Comment from Roger Crabtree 
I enjoyed reading Martin’s account of his work at Pye / Philips Telecom.  It so happens that I was 
Personnel Director for much of the time he was there.  I knew almost all of the people he 
mentions and, of of course, was on the other side of the ‘fence’ during the one day strike.

Martin asked me to send this account to Roger Crabtree, who is very interested in collecting 
memories about Pye and Philips.  He also provided photos to illustrate Martin’s very interesting 
account for which Martin and I am very grateful.  Mo

Ethel Bateson, Chair Ken Hames’ Aunt, at her Pye Workbench c 1935/36

Ken says – this photo of a Pye Factory shows my aunt, Ethel Bateson, at her workbench. 
She is sitting next to the supervisor standing on the right.  Note all the coats hanging at 
the back of the room.  At her retirement she had completed 42 years service, so I 
assume that she started at the age of 18.  I would estimate the photo was taken around 
1935/36.
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Chair Ken Hames has produced 
a newsletter dated November 

1975– see heading above.  Note 
Roger Crabtree is part of the 

Editorial Committee!  As you can 
see it contains information 

about his aunt
Ethel Bateson who was at this 

Farewell Tea Party after 42 Years 
Service at Pye.

This connects with Martin 
Lawson’s comments about the 

way Pye looked after their 
workers.  

I found the article below 
interesting about the Nursery 

which seems very go ahead for 
1975 with 40 children  

Jack King’s Wife’s Grandmother had a Connection to Pyes during WW2

Although not having first-hand knowledge of Pyes of Cambridge I recall hearing about the factory in 
Arbury Road from my wife's Grandmother.  During WW2  many of Pyes workers joined up with our 
forces.  This left a staff shortage.  My wife's Grandmother who then lived in Leys Road, supplied 
lodgings to workers that came over from southern Ireland to fill the vacancies.  Lasting friendships 
were formed, and after the war when her lodgers had returned home, Grandmother was invited over 
to Eire to stay with them for holidays, which she enjoyed.
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Cambridge American Cemetery commemorates VJ-Day
by Suzie Harrison, 

American Battle Monuments Commission, 
Cambridge American Cemetery 

(Suzie was due to speak to the Society at our July Meeting)

World War II was really a war of two parts: the war in the West, fought around the Atlantic and 
mainland Europe; the war in the East, based among the Pacific islands. One might be forgiven for 
wondering what connection Cambridge American Cemetery has to a war that took place half a 
world away.

A few months ago, on 8 May, the Allies commemorated the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe 
Day, which saw the end of World War II in Europe.  On that day in 1945, Allied world leaders spoke 
to grateful nations about a hard won peace, but in their speeches and proclamations they 
acknowledged that the job was only half done. The war in the Pacific raged on, and the Allies 
continued to support their armies in the field, where fighting had not yet reached a conclusion.

King George VI: ‘In the Far East we have yet to deal with … a determined … foe. To this we 
shall turn with the utmost resolve and with all our resources.’

Winston Churchill: ‘We may allow ourselves a brief period of rejoicing, but let us not forget 
for a moment the toils and efforts that lie ahead. Japan … remains unsubdued. The injuries 
she has inflicted upon Great Britain, the United States and other countries … call for justice 
…’

President Harry S Truman: ‘Our blows will not cease until the Japanese military and naval 
forces lay down their arms in unconditional surrender … Much remains to be done. The 
victory won in the West must now be won in the East.’

For the Americans, War in the East started on Sunday, 
7 December 1941. It was a fateful day for one young 
airman, John Robert ‘Bobby’ Runnells of Chester, 
Delaware, PA. He was based at Hickam Field, Hawaii 
and felt the full force of the attack on Pearl Harbor. His 
family didn’t learn of his survival until Christmas Day.

John volunteered for pilot training and qualified in 
June 1943. He was immediately deployed to England 
with the 27th Air Transport Group, where he joined 
the 310th Ferry Squadron at Warton, near Liverpool. 
His critical mission was to move aircraft around the 
English airfields to USAAF units to keep them 
operating at full capacity.  

On 6 February 1944, Flight Officer Runnells was 
piloting a P-47 Thunderbolt from Wretham, Norfolk 
back to Warton, when, disorientated by the foggy 
conditions that day, he crashed on Pendle Hill, 
Lancashire. John had had an eventful life, surviving the 
war in the Pacific only to die in the European Theatre, 
aged 22.

John Runnells with his new wife 
Virmadella Jester on their wedding day

 in summer 1943.



Cherry Hinton Local History Chatterings - Edition 6 – Page 9

Cambridge American Cemetery commemorates VJ-Day by Suzie Harrison Continued

While John experienced the attack on Pearl Harbor, 5,000 miles away, another young man, Damon 
‘Rocky’ Lance Gause was eating breakfast in Manila when they heard the news. Lt Gause, serving in 
the 27th Bombardment Group (Light), had arrived to the Philippine Islands only the week before. 

Damon immediately reported to HQ, where he was ordered to assemble a team to defend the 
islands. Overwhelmed, Damon and his men then had to retreat and fight their way through the 
jungles of the Bataan Peninsula. In April 1942, the Japanese captured Lt Gause. In one of the 
greatest escape stories of the war, he overpowered his guard, escaped, and swam to join General 
Douglas MacArthur’s final bastion on the island of Corregidor, Manila Bay. 

Major Damon Lance Gause

As further resistance 
became untenable, 
Damon teamed up with 
another escapee, Capt. 
William Lloyd Osborne. 
The two men island-
hopped over 3,200 
miles to Darwin in a 
leaky boat with a cranky 
engine. Damon’s escape 
from the Bataan 
Peninsula took 159 
days, and at 
MacArthur’s 
Headquarters in 
Australia, the great man 
presented Capt Gause 
with the Distinguished 
Service Cross. Damon Gause (right) and William Osborne with the ‘Ruth Lee’,

After returning to the USA to sell war bonds, 
‘Rocky’ became restless. He volunteered to serve 
again and was assigned to the 365th Fighter 
Group. As Major Gause, he flew combat missions 
over Europe. His task on 9 March 1944 was to test 
a modified P-47 Thunderbolt. The aircraft’s wings 
and flaps were adapted to enable it to fly at low 
altitude as a dive bomber, in support of ground 
troops for D-Day. Sadly, Gause’s aircraft went into a 
dive from 30,000 feet and never recovered.

Despite the tragic loss of young life, training had to 
continue. The war in Europe was over, but there 
would be no respite until the war in the Pacific 
reached a conclusion.
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Unlike Damon Gause, John Edward 
Havey was one of those fighter pilots 
who saw the war in Europe all the way 
to VE-Day. Born in 1916, a son of 
Indiana, he enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps in 1942 and was assigned to the 
375th Fighter Squadron, 361st Fighter 
Group, based at Little Walden Airfield 
near Cambridge.  

He affectionately named his P-51 Mustang, “Libby” after his fiancée, Elizabeth Wolfe. With the war 
in Europe finally over, many pilots from the 361st Fighter Group returned home. However, rather 
than return Stateside to marry Libby, 1lt John Havey elected to stay in England with his unit to 
prepare for combat against Japan.

Sadly, on 23 May 1945, 1lt Havey and colleagues took off on a training flight from Little Walden to 
conduct aerial gunnery over the shallow mud flats of the Blackwater Estuary. The wings of their P-
51s were loaded with 260 lb. dummy bombs for this occasion.  As the flight of four aircraft rolled 
into a steep dive, the pilots immediately realised they were having problems controlling their 
aircraft.  The heavy bombs caused the aircraft to become sluggish and unresponsive. One aircraft 
lost several fuselage panels, and another suffered a warped airframe.  They were the lucky ones.  
John was never able to recover his aircraft from the dive, and he was tragically killed when the 
aircraft crashed into the mud flats.  John’s wingman, who had managed to recover from the dive, 
did not realise that his aircraft’s airframe was twisted. Taking a turn over his friend’s crash site, he 
too was killed when he plunged to earth.

On the 15 August 1945, Emperor Hirohito had broadcast to the Japanese nation, his intention to 
submit to the will of the Allied powers. The anniversary of this date is when VJ-Day is 
commemorated in the United Kingdom. However, in the United States that commemoration occurs 
on the 2 September. It was on an early autumn day, in 1945, that the surrender was signed on-
board the battleship USS Missouri, as she lay at anchor in Tokyo Bay. World War II was officially over. 
 
American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) never forgets.

Cambridge American Cemetery commemorates VJ-Day by Suzie Harrison Continued

LT John Havey

As of 3 August 2020, not only can visitors at the American Cemetery walk the Field of Honor, but all 
of the public facilities are also now open.

Cemetery staff have worked hard over the last few weeks to create a safe and hygienic 
environment. Having started with a soft opening of the Field of Honor, we wanted to let our 
neighbours know that the Memorial Building, Visitor Centre and, most importantly, the Restrooms, 

have been re-opened. 

Visitors will find that they are guided into one way systems to ensure social distancing, and will be 
prompted to wear masks in all of the buildings open to the public. Hand sanitising stations are 
dotted around the site. Please be aware that unfortunately, aside from Guide Dogs, we still do not 
allow animals on site.

So, while you may not be able to visit the homes of friends and family, why not take advantage of 
this 30 acre site to meet up, breathe some fresh air and explore the history of those Americans 
who made the ultimate sacrifice during World War II.



Cherry Hinton Local History Chatterings - Edition 6 – Page 11

After the enclosure of the east 
fields of Cambridge, in 1807 – 11 
the Barnwell Estate, as it was called 
came into being.  It was developed 
by Caius College in an area beyond 
Parker’s Piece and Gonville Place.  
From 1827 the College began letting 
plots on 99 building leases though 
the major construction work took 
place in the 1880’s.  The railway 
station in the 1840’s was the limit of 
Cambridge expansion in that 
direction.

How The ‘Leasehold Story’ affected Cambridge, 
the Colleges and specific areas of the City by Member Ron English

(N.B.  If you want to know more about the Leasehold Acts see Ron’s explanation on the appendix at 
the back of the newsletter.)

Caius College

In 1576 an Act established a system for colleges where by a lease could be granted but limited for 
40 years.  It was not until the Universities and College Estates Acts of 1858 and 1860 which gave the 
colleges the necessary powers for leasehold residential and other developments in the latter part of 
the nineteenth century.  Before 1860 any college from Oxford or Cambridge had to secure private 
acts of Parliament to issue the longer 99 year building leases.  5 colleges in Oxford, especially St. 
John’s, owned a large area of land to the north of the city, part of which was later used for the 
motor industry and manufacturing.

In 1852 Caius parted with a large area 
of land to form Fenners’ Cricket 
Ground.  The College sold land in 1839 
for St. Paul’s Church.  In 1867 a plot 
was given for St. Barnabas Church.  
From 1877 as the agricultural 
depression was being felt Caius began 
to build  roads within its estate and 
very substantial residences were built 
through the 1880’s.  The roads will be 
known to many people, Glisson, 
Harvey, Lyndewode and Mortimer.  
And moving further towards the bridge 
we have Willis, Guest and Mackenzie 
roads – all names of Caius’ Fellows.

Fenners’ Cricket Ground

St. Barnabas Church

St. Paul’s Church

Moving away from the Caius land in the centre it is interesting to visit Castle End, the oldest in that 
part of the city and the Parish of St. Giles.  This parish on the western side of Cambridge was enclosed 
1802 – 1805.  Between them the individual colleges owned nearly 60% of the parish (total area 
1361acres), for instance 114 acres and they took the opportunity to develop the area for their own 
advantage.
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How The ‘Leasehold Story’ affected Cambridge, the Colleges and specific areas of the City 
by Member Ron English – Continued

Over a small area of St. Giles we have Castle Hill one of the worst slum districts of Cambridge being 
densely populated and riddled with disease.  Early in the 20th Century there was a report on 
horrendous overcrowding – 66 cottages with 3 or more people sharing a bedroom and a further 15 
with 6.  Despite the appalling conditions this was one of the first areas in Cambridge to have a school.  
In fact 3 were established, one as early as 1808.  This educational tradition continues.  In addition to 
Newnham, Ridley Hall, Selwyn and Westminster we have Fitzwilliam, Murray Edwards (founded in 
1954 as New Hall), Churchill, St. Edwards, Lucy Cavendish, Robinson and Clare Hall plus Mr. T.P.R. 

Laslett, founder of the University of the Third Age who lived for many years in Clarkson Road.

In Cambridge where there had been a tradition of letting on long 
leasehold the enfranchisement legislation did cause some major 
problems.  Previously the colleges had provided sites for their 
own buildings, another college or an extension for that college.  
They also helped the university who of itself has very little land 
in excess of that occupied by its operational buildings.  Darwin 
College was created to contribute towards the needs of 
graduate students.  Some of the land here was given by St. 
John’s a site formerly on a long lease.  The Sidgewick Avenue 
Site came in the 1950’s from Caius and Corpus.  Clare College 
land was used for the extension of the University Library which 
also included a leasehold property belonging to another college. 
 Leasehold land in Cambridge has always been looked upon as a 
reservoir for future university or college development.

Darwin College

St. John’s College

University Library Clare College

St. John’s College owned the most land of the College owners within the city boundary.  They dealt 
with a high proportion of this land on a leasehold but they did dispose of a large area.  In 1921 the 
land in the Wragg Family Estate was acquired by the College.  Part of this eventually led to the 
development in the 1930’s of the freehold estate of Gilbert Road, Gurney Way, Metcalfe Road etc. 
and the remains for the Council Housing at the top of Garden Walk/Akeman Street and surrounds.  In 
1947 the Cambridge Council received the unused part of the Hall Farm Wragg Estate and from the 
mid 1950’s onwards the South and North Arbury Council Estates were developed.  It is to West 
Cambridge that the big influence of St. John’s leasehold estate was felt.  Lady Margaret Road was 
constructed in 1887 and Grange Road running parallel with Queens’ Road was began in 1909 at the 
north end.
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How The ‘Leasehold Story’ affected Cambridge, the Colleges and specific areas of the City 
by Member Ron English – Continued

Further along on the Queen’s Road, Burrell’s Walk, Grange Road Square we have Herschel Road 1885 
and Adam1898 going in a westerly direction.  The colleges decided the development time, price and 
plot sizes on their various leasehold estates.  Other roads which came about nearby were Clarkson 
and Wilberforce in 1933 named of two former St. John’s students so connected with the anti-slavery 
movement.  So many properties were architect designed.  Possibly the best known architect was 
M.H. Ballie-Scott who designed houses in the non-collegiate Storeys Way.  This western and north-
western part of the city has for a long time considered by planners and others for the future 
education and research activity.

It is also interest to note the influence 
of London’s St. Thomas’s Hospital which 
had extensive endowment land south 
of the city.  In 1950 they decided to sell 
some of this on a freehold basis.  Hence 
in due course we have Nightingale/ 
Almoners Avenue etc. conveniently 
near to the new Addenbrookes 
Hospital.

Cherry Hinton played an important part 
in all this as the Chalk Pits off Lime Kiln 
Road were extensively mined for the 
clunch material which was certainly 
used in Corpus Christi, Trinity and 
Peterhouse Colleges.  I believe St. 
Thomas’ still holds land nearby.  The 
County Council has land in the area 
from its old county farms estate and so 
future housing growth looks assured.

My family home was in Shelly Terrace.  Had the Leasehold 
Reform Act 1967 been 10 years earlier I would have benefited.  
However the lease expired and the Cambridge City Council then 
owned both the house and the land.  They left the property 
empty for almost 10 years, then it was knocked down with 
some others.  Finally it was rebuilt and council tenants installed. 
Under Mrs. Thatcher, of course, tenants acquired “the right to 
buy” and now Shelly Terrace is a very sought after location 
being so close to the centre of Cambridge and the Backs.  The 
1967 Act and further legislation had a very substantial change 
to the ownership of property in Cambridge.

Ron’s Family Home

St. Thomas’ Hospital Land
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'LOST' CAMBRIDGE COLLEGES - by Committee Member John Gates

UNIVERSITY HALL was founded by the University in1326 following the example of Oxford. The 
foundation was not a success and in1338 Lady Elizabeth de Burgh, daughter of Gilbert de Clare, 
was granted the rights and title of the Hall by the Chancellor of the University and she re-founded 
it as Clare Hall and supplied the endowments which it had lacked. (The name was changed to 
Clare College in 1856). Nothing of the original buildings remain. They formed a closed court 
almost as large as the present one with the front almost on to Milne Street (Trinity Lane).

Clare College Coat of Arms consists of a 
combination of the de Clare and de Burgh 
families Arms and because Lady de Burgh 
had lost three husbands the College Arms 
have a black border with tears to signify 
her mourning, but because having survived 
three husbands had made her wealthy the 
tears are coloured gold!

        A second University College was 
founded by the University in 1965 as one of 
the new Post- Graduate and mature 
student colleges. In 1973 the Wolfson 
Foundation made a large benefaction and 
the College was re-founded as Wolfson 
College. The College was initially based at 
Bredon House a large house and garden on 
Barton Road. The College also purchased 
other properties in the area all with large 
gardens, which gave space for an extensive 
building programme of attractive modern 
buildings with a large garden which is 
worth a visit.

Bredon House

Wolfson College

Memories of the Caravan Site at the Rear of Fulbourn Road 
by Members Yvonne and Charles Wisbey

When we were married we decided to save for a deposit on a house so we purchased a caravan 
and sited it on The Site at rear of 79 Fulbourn Road.

The caravan was 20 feet long with a tiny kitchen and a sitting room/bedroom.  In the morning the 
bed would go up in the wall with the legs being used as shelves for ornaments etc.   We had water, 
gas and electricity but no toilet.  This was in a block about 50 yards from the caravan and there was 
a laundry room (sink) and a shower.  We had a small garden with a picket fence, lawn and two fruit 
trees.

There were 21 caravans on site, mostly young couples.  We both worked full time and did not have 
children.  After 4 years we had saved enough money for a deposit and then moved to a new build 
house in Vinery Way.
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Cherry Hinton Festival

Unfortunately like so many activities this year the Festival could not take place.  For the exhibition 
we held to celebrate the Thirtieth Anniversary of the Festival in 2015 we used this information 
compiled by member Sheila Beck.  From Cambridgeshire Village Feasts from Cambridgeshire 
Customs and Folders by Enid Porter – “The annual feasts of Cambridgeshire villages….coincided 
often with the patronal festival of the parish church; in some cases they occur on the same date as 
a fair held in former times but now forgotten.  In Cherry Hinton for example, there was once a fair 
held annually near the Chequers Inn; by 1888 it had become the Amusement Fair in Mill End Road 
(then Mill Lane).  By 1937 it was the Feast held until 1939 , in the first week in October, but now 
held no more.”

From the Cherry Hinton Chronicle 1751 – 1899
October 7th 1871 – Annual Feast commenced on Sunday and terminated on Wednesday, passing 
off in a most gratifying manner, without giving occasion for the interference of the police

Chair Ken Hames with the Majorettes Band 
1987 Procession of Floats

Luffy Tabor and Steam Engine in his 
3rd Festival - 1987 (Photo Sheila Beck)

When the Festival Recommenced in 1985 there used to a be Procession of Floats

There have always been Stalls on Festival Day – This Photo from Sheila Beck taken 1985

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  - Can you make a contribution?
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter.

October’s speaker has already sent me an article on his talk about Ely Cathedral but there is 
lots more space so if you have any feedback on articles in any of the newsletters

memories of Ely or any history related topic 
or something a little bit different like Gill’s Tree Trail

please send it to me – you cannot imagine how good it is when an article drops through my 
letterbox or one arrives by email!

email  mo@cherrydesigns.org.uk or phone 01223 210724 by October23rd

mailto:mo@cherrydesigns.org.uk


Cherry Hinton Local History Chatterings - Edition 6 – Page 15

The website “Lives Retold” says “Allan Brigham, born 1951.   Allan Brigham, a graduate of Sheffield 
University, took a temporary job in his early twenties as a road sweeper in Cambridge.  He took to 
the job, partly because of an inspiring co-worker, and partly because he was allowed periods of 
unpaid leave to undertake adventurous travels.  He developed a keen interest in local history, and 
qualified as a tour guide.  In recognition of his commitment to the city, the University of Cambridge 
awarded him an honorary MA degree. Allan Brigham died in September 2020, much mourned by 
his many friends in Cambridge.”

From Programme Officer Mo Child
As you can see Allan Brigham was one of our speakers – I was very pleased to book this Cambridge 
Celebrity.  At the time I used to write letters thanking the Speaker.  After Allan’s talk I said “You 
really brought to life what it would have been like to live in Barnwell linking it to the Social History 
of the day.  It's amazing how Cambridge has changed in what is really a very short time.  I 
particularly liked the way you drew attention to the fact that progress (e.g. the coming of the 
railway to Cambridge) could both hinder (stopping stagecoach travel) and help (horse drawn taxis 
being needed) the local economy.  I know the members really enjoyed your talk.”   I have met him 
since often when he was representing a cause – Cambridge was very close to his heart.  

From Chair Ken Hames 
I was very sad to hear that Allan Brigham had died. He was a great champion of Cambridge and its 
people. 

I got to know him at local history meetings and it transpired that he knew my mother, who would 
stop and have a chat with him early mornings on her way to or from her work as a bedmaker at 
Clare College.  He knew her as Ada and once very kindly called round her house in Hemingford 
Road and took her to a street party being held in Romsey Road where he lived. 

Another coincidence related to his job.  I once spoke to him at work in the city centre and told him 
that my dad had also been a city council road sweeper when he returned from War service in the 
Army.

Allan came to speak at our local history society a couple of times.  I remember the room being 
packed out for his talk and he spoke without the need for any visual aids.

He was surely an inspiration for many people to take an interest in the history and development of 
our city in all its aspects.  He will always be remembered.

Farewell to Allan Brigham
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How the Leasehold System affected domestic home ownership and land development 
in Cambridge by Member Ron English

Appendix -  a brief background history of the leasehold system.

From 1884 many attempts were made to put forward the idea of Leasehold Enfranchisement.  In 
1955 Mr. George Thomas (Labour MP for Cardiff West) was fortunate in the ballot which 
determines these members who will be granted parliamentary time to introduce a ‘Private 
Members Bill’.  Much of his early political life was spent campaigning for Leasehold Reform.  From 
the part of the country (South Wales) he came from there was a major interest in the subject.  
The Crown Lands of Cornwall and Devon plus the greater part of the Metropolitan area of 
London, large areas of Lancashire, Birmingham and the whole of South Wales were the most 
affected areas.  Though it musts be pointed out in political terms that at that time (1955) of 615 
constituencies 500 had no particular concerns.

Prior to the Leasehold Reform Act (L.R.A.) 1967, there were only 2 statutes enabling a tenant to 
acquire the freehold of his holding.  Both of these were of only minor importance.  The only 
consequence has been giving in 1920 the right of compulsory purchase of the freehold to the 
trustees of churches, chapels or other places of worship held on leases originally granted for 
terms of at least 2 years.  The 1920 Act was extended by the L.R.A. 1967 to cover also any 
minister’s house or caretaker’s house used in connection with a place of worship.

Brief Notes relating to Leaseholds period 1954 to 1980.
Landlord & Tenant Act 1954 Part 1 - Termination of long residential lease at a low ground rent for 
site only into a rent  reflecting value of house plus site.
Leasehold Reform Act 1967 - Giving Leaseholders, where rateable value not more than £200 
(£400 London), the right to buy their freeholds with main proviso that they owned the leased and 
lived in the house for at least 5 years.  Lease must be for at least 21 years and the ground rent less 
than 2/3 of the rateable value.
Housing Act 1974 – Modifying the L.R.A. 1967 which raised the rateable value limit for 
compulsory enfranchisement to £750. (£1500 London) but with different method of calculation 
for those above £500 rateable value (£1000 London) than those below.

It was estimated that the substantial benefits conferred on the long leasehold owners by Part 1 of 
the L.R.A. 1967 could apply to 1.25 million homes; 250,000 were in South Wales, 150,000 in 
Greater London (many thousands more in G.L. but at this stage not affected by the Act) and 
thousands of houses in Birmingham, Merseyside and Tyneside.  In these places the Act was of 
considerable importance and quickly altered the structure of property ownership.


