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This year the Society has been focussing on the 75th anniversary since the end of WW2. This
newsletter starts with an article on the American Cemetery by Suzie Harrison who was to be our July
speaker.  To commemorate VJ Day, as we are unable to have a Cherry Hinton Commemoration, it is

followed by an article written by Nigel Haslop whose father served in the Far East.    Nigel, was
suggested by member Paul Holmes, Chair of the RBL.  There are also members’ memories of the Folk

Festival which this year took place virtually, a memory of one of our excursions, some 19 th Century
articles which appeared in the Cambridge Chronicle and of course another lost Cambridge College.

Since we do not have a meeting in August the next newsletter will be in September when memories
of Cherry Hinton Festival will be very welcome.

The American Cemetery

 Cambridge American Cemetery re-opens!
 by Suzie Harrison

 As of 1 July 2020, the ‘Field of Honor’ at Cambridge American Cemetery is officially open! This 30 
acre site lends itself to social distancing, but please be aware that this does not currently include 
toilet facilities, the Memorial Building, or the Visitor Centre. We have been working diligently to find 
ways of opening up these buildings to the public in a safe manner, but measures are not yet in place. 
We will let everyone know as soon as they become available. 

Like everywhere else, the cemetery staff had to go home to isolate. Unfortunately, this did not stop 
the grass growing, so we made a rota that would at least keep the lawns cut. Since coming back to 
work, prior to opening, the grounds-keeping teams have been working vigorously to repair the 
ravages of nature. For the last three weeks staff have also worked hard on the more cosmetic 
aspects of keeping the site tidy, such as hand-clipping around each individual headstone and pruning 
the roses. Office staff joined the teams in cleaning 3812 headstones, three-times a week, to remove 
evidence of the birdlife and return the marble to pristine white.



 Suzie Harrison - Cambridge American Cemetery re-opens! Continued

You may be aware, that we had to cancel both the VE-Day and Memorial Day ceremonies. During 
COVID lockdown we decided to attempt to create a virtual ceremony, which was an interesting 
experience – you can watch our first foray into the world of film at:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFCfNM6BRLI 

War in the Pacific continued for another three months until 15 August 1945. We now commemorate 
that day as the true end of World War II. It is known as Victory over Japan Day. A number of those 
buried or commemorated at Cambridge American Cemetery fought in that campaign before being 
redeployed to Europe, or were training prior to being sent to the Pacific Theatre of Operations. They 
will be in our thoughts on Saturday 15 August. Please spare a moment of reflection for what they 
achieved.

For up to date information: 01954 210 350 or email cambridge@abmc.gov 
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 Commemorating VJ Day
Many of the men from this area served with the Cambridgeshire Regiment in the Far East 

during WW2 – Fred Haslop was one of them
 His son Nigel Haslop writes about his father’s experiences and how one of these led to 
Nigel and his wife attending a Re-union of the USS Santee which brought the released 

POWs from Formosa to Manilla

Like so many Japanese POW’s, my father, William “Fred” Haslop,  talked very little of his time at the 
hands of the Japanese.  The details below are from information I have acquired from various 
sources, which I believe to be accurate.

Fred sailed from Liverpool arriving in Singapore around the end of January 1942.  He was taken POW 
on 15th February 1942 after the surrender and transfered to Changi Camp then onto River Valley 
Road Camp.  Taken to Formosa (now Taiwan) by sea on the England Maru.  Subsequent camps he 
was taken to were Heito, Shirakawa and Taichu.  I think that my father worked in the mines.  When 
the Japanese surrendered the story of the USS Santee starts.

After arriving at Clark Air Force base in Manilla the journey continued by sea to San Francisco on the 
USS Tyron, across America and Canada by train to New York, where my father sailed to Southampton 
on the Queen Mary, arriving on 18th November 1945.

U.S.S. Santee Reunion

On 23rd August 1998, I flew to Washington D.C. with my wife Gillian for six days of sightseeing, before 
travelling up to Baltimore as guests at the annual reunion of the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Santee.

This story began during the Second World War, and the events that took place to make our visit 
possible are quite remarkable.  My father William “Fred” Haslop was in the 1st Battalion the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment during the Second World War.  He was captured in Singapore by the 
Japanese in February 1942 and spent the next three and a half years in POW camps, finishing up on 
the island of Formosa (now Taiwan).  When the war ended in 1945, the American aircraft carrier 
U.S.S. Santee was sent to Formosa to liberate POWs and take them to Manila in the Philippines.  
Fred was one of the POWs on this aircraft carrier. He was looked after on the journey by a young 
American seaman by the name of Don Kraps and they became friends.  When they reached the 
Philippines, Fred gave Don a post card which his mother and sister had sent him whilst he was in the 
camp, as a thank you for looking after him, as this was the only possession he had.  We have since 
discovered that the fact he had even been able to keep the post card was remarkable, as the 
Japanese guards used to take all such possessions from the POWs and destroy them.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFCfNM6BRLI
mailto:cambridge@abmc.gov
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Nigel Haslop’s article continued

More than fifty years later, Don came across the post card in his loft, amongst other items kept from 
his service days and decided that he wanted to try to return it to Fred and his family.  He enlisted the 
help of a neighbour, a British lady and she began making enquiries in Britain, which took quite a few 
months in order to track us down.  Using the address the post card had come from, she wrote to the 
Shire Hall Cambridge and they checked the electoral roll to trace where my father lived. Sadly, my 
father died in 1989, but the Shire Hall contacted his next door neighbour, who confirmed that Fred 
had a son and they eventually obtained my address.

I knew nothing of the post card or the U.S.S. Santee, as my father never really spoke about his 
experiences as a POW, so it was a complete surprise to receive a letter from Don in May 1996, stating 
that he still had the post card and wanted to return it to me.  I was a bit unsure of what it all meant at 
first, but after reading the letter a few more times, decided that it was genuine.  I wrote back, 
received the post card and over the next few months continued to keep in touch with Don and his 
wife Georgia by letter and on the telephone. I found out that a reunion of the U.S.S. Santee is held 
once a year in a different part of the USA. My wife and I were invited to the 1997 reunion, but were 
unfortunately unable to attend. We then received an invite to the 1998 reunion in Baltimore and 
were delighted to accept.

Everyone made us very welcome and they were thrilled that we had taken the trouble to be present 
at their reunion.  About 130 people attended, with representatives from three generations.  We had a 
wonderful time and were looked after very well and went on a couple of organised trips to Baltimore 
Harbour and Annapolis, home to the U.S. Naval Academy.  We made so many new friends whilst 
there and heard lots of stories from the veterans about their time aboard the Santee, some quite 
harrowing, but a lot of them were very amusing as well!  We were very sad to leave, especially as we 
had become so friendly with Don and Georgia.
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Recollections of a member of the Santee's Ship's Company in 1945 
by Ray Schultz, USS Santee, CVE 29

Now the USS SANTEE, CVE-29 and the USS BLOCK ISLAND, both Aircraft Carriers, with supporting 
ships, were in the vicinity of Northern Formosa. We were ordered to the North coast of Formosa to 
evacuate POWs. So the latest rumour proved to be true and the surrender was stated to take place 
the next day.  The POWs were not informed as to what was actually going on but most of them 
suspected something as the guards’ attitudes had changed. Some of them ransacked the guards’ 
quarters, I was told, and at least one of the men carried with him a brand new pair of hob nailed 
boots. They were put on a train to Kiirun, also called Keelung.

Our landing party was now ashore and the POWs had reached the harbour town. Now a Japanese 
Harbour Pilot came out to guide the Destroyers and Destroyer Escorts past the submarine nets and 
the transfer began. Several trips were made between the docks and the bigger ships. It lasted until 
after dark. Now was the first time we had lights on that could be seen by other ships.

A platform was rigged on the starboard side of our ship where the men’s hair was all cut off. Their 
clothing was bundled and tagged. It was thoroughly fumigated and returned to them later. Each man 
was given a good disinfecting wash down and shower, then given a big towel, sandals and clothing. 
They were directed to the hangar deck where we had set up hundreds of cots. All aircraft were now 
secured on the flight deck. This was an extremely emotional time for these men and I’m sure they 
held this moment dear to their hearts forever. I don’t recall seeing a single man put on his 
dungarees. Beri beri had caused their legs to swell more than twice their normal size and all looked 
very emaciated. I might add here that navy dungarees are very full cut. Several of the evacuees came 
aboard on stretchers and the worst cases were left in camp. Medics were flown in to stabilize them 
so they could be moved later. 

Somewhere between 11:00PM and midnight the cooks prepared chicken soup for all. We then 
weighed anchor and got underway for Manila. What a jubilant bunch of fellows these were. In the 
morning the evacuee’s chow line went right into the galley where each man chose the style of fried 
eggs he wanted right off the griddle! I didn’t see what took place but I wonder how many went back 
for seconds and thirds! 

Released POWs on the Hangar Deck of USS Santee on their way to Manilla
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Chair’s Comment from Ken Hames
I hope all our members are keeping safe and well and able to get out and about.  I had my first 

haircut since March last week and felt all the better for it!

Next week the Folk Festival would have been held in Cherry Hinton Hall and in those early years it 
was not so well controlled.  Some members will have memories of parking problems and thefts from 
the allotments.  However, residents could walk through the open Hall during the weekend or gather 
at the back gate where you could actually see the stage.  I remember seeing Joan Baez in this way.  

On the other hand if the wind is in the right direction you can sit in your garden and listen.  The 
Festival certainly put Cherry Hinton on the map. 

I would like to thank Mo and Roy for all their work in producing this newsletter during the past few 
months and we will now have our normal summer break until September when we may be thinking 

of memories of the Cherry Hinton Festival. 

On behalf of the Committee l would like to wish you all a great summer and hope we can all meet 
up again in the not too distant future. 

Keep safe, Ken. 

Member Claire Kendon shares her Memories of the Folk Festival

This year social media is encouraging people to celebrate in their gardens with deckchairs, bunting, 
memorabilia and on line music. Back in the mid 60s we gathered at Cherry Hinton Hall in areas 
marked out by chestnut paling fence with casual groups of tents under the trees , a main stage, a 
club tent and a beer tent. Simple and open air, it was a venue for stars and musicians to mingle by 
day and into the early hours of the morning exchanging impromptu music from the local and 
worldwide folk scene.

Over the years the stars have included Joan Baez, Paul Simon,The Dubliners and Julie Felix. The tree 
by the gate is used for messaging to the present day and regular camp spots are identified in 
secluded areas as families gather for their annual homegrown  festival reunion.

Now it's an international event and tickets sell out in a few days when released earlier in the year. 
The iconic posters,staff T shirts and programmes are treasured along with the commemorative beer 
mugs which replaced the 'deposit back at the bar ' system beloved of pocket money gatherers.

In 2020 many of us will be digging out the memorabilia and leafing through programmes as 
messages on the tree are replaced by ' message me ' on line. Commemorative beer mugs will be 
raised on zoom and the music will be heard wafting on the air in Cherry Hinton as usual for the end 
of July Festival at the Hall.



The event was started at a time when Cambridge 
council was labour controlled, and there was a core 
group with connections to the local folk club and were 
minded to create something along the lines of jazz 
festivals that had been in existance a number of years. 
 Paul Simon was squeezed in as a late addition to the 
first festival, just after I Am a Rock was released, and 
the organisers were close to breaking even that year.  
(With current prices i hope they make a healthy 
profit.).  Nowadays there are a number of stages. 
Larger acts tend to play on the main stage which isn't 
far from the duck pond. Stage 2 is more intimate and 
has slightly smaller acts.  Some of my best musical 
experiences have been here, such as the all-female 
Norwegian band Katzenjammer, Laura Marling and 
Alabama 3 (who are definitely not American).

Norwegian Band Katzenhammer at the 
2015 Festival (David’s Photo)

Then there is the Club tent, organised and hosted by 5 local folk clubs which creates an even more 
intimate, small-scale atmosphere. It comes with a handily placed bar at the rear. Latterly even 
smaller stages have been created close to the camping area which includes The Hub and The Den.
In the quarter century I've been going the food and drink stalls have barely changed - they do have 
captive customers, of course. We have bars with beers, stalls for cider, platforms with Pimms. There 
are foods from Japan, Caribbean, Greece, China, Thailand. Fish and chips, hot n spicy, icecreams, 
crepes savoury and sweet. And homemade tea and cakes. Mmmm.  Stalls with clothes, good for 
warm Nepali tops for example, jewellery,  festival chairs, musical instruments, plus a large stall 
selling CDs  covering all musical categories. Not forgetting coats and brollies, in case you have 
forgotten coats and brollies. The weather is not always kind and  tempting mud-baths have been 
known to develop, but you can always squeeze into the marquees and watch the hardier souls 
outside as well as the bands inside.

Overall the prevalence is for traditional Irish, Scottish and English folk (the great Ralph McTell, Joan 
Baez, Fairport Convention, Kate Rusby who has the best voice ever, Eliza Carthy, Martin Simpson, 
Richard Thompson), together with American Country music, which are enjoyable and central, but on 
the whole I prefer the World music, often from Africa (Amadou and Mariam from Senegal, Tinariwen 
from the Saharan Tuareg people), and especially the blues bands (John Butler, Fantastic Negrito) . 
They also have groups from the world of rock (Joe Strummer  from The Clash, Nick Cave, Joan 
Armatrading, Idlewild) and Caribbean (Jimmy Cliff, Toots and Maytals) and groups who provide high 
comedy (Ukelele Orchestra of GB, Loudon Wainwright III). Whatever type you can nearly always 
dance, or try to (badly).
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Folk Festival Memories by Member David Kitchin 
I was born in the early years of the Cherry Hinton Folk Festival, as it should be properly called - he 
says objectively.  Possibly ''Cambridge'' has a slightly further cultural reach so the festival that began 
in 1965 has incorrectly adopted that name.

We live within earshot of Cherry Hinton Hall and so, good wind favouring (or afflicting if you're anti) I 
was perhaps hearing these folk tunespre-birth and was thereafter a folkie.  Not quite right as my 
earliest musical tastes were very much pop, despite mum and dad's more classical leanings, and it 
wasn't until the mid-nineties that I paid to enter the secret enclosed garden and watch and listen to 
the live acts.  I had ventured up to the fenced-off venue in earlier years, and especially
remember seeing Clannad and, because of it being a fenced-off area, always had an urge to be on 
the inside despite the off-putting density of the crowds.
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Folk Festival Memories by Member David Kitchin Continued 

The Unthanks who combine traditional English 
Folk music with other genres at the 2017 
Festival (David’s Photo)

This year we were looking forward to a Cat Stevens appearance but it was not to be.  No festival for 
the first time ever and with socal distancing likely to be long-term it will be interesting to see how the 
organisers cope in 2021.  Hopefully with Cat Stevens in tow...

Irish Musician Sharon Shannon at the 2017 
Festival (David’s Photo)

Other Views of the Folk Festival

From Sheila Beck

I chiefly remember that we moved to our present home in Cherry Hinton in July 1972, tired after the 
day of moving in and with three young children, we were woken suddenly from our sleep by very 
loud music. Never having heard of the music festival at that stage we assumed we must unluckily 
have some very noisy neighbours!  In years after that it never again seemed quite as loud, or the 
wind was from a better direction!

Mo’s Memories

Like Sheila I hadn’t heard of the Folk Festival when I moved into St. Bedes Gardens in 1983 – just 3 
houses away from the path by the park that runs up to Walpole Road.  Wow!  It was loud!  Though 
great if you liked the artists or bands.  People camped in the park very close to the railings and used 
to play guitar and sing in their tents after the music finished and oh yes one year they thoughtfully 
set off fireworks through the night!  However when I lived there the stewards were very good and 
most things were rectified quickly and definitely by the following year.  I always thought the Festival 
was there before my house was built and it was only one weekend a year.  There were also 
sometimes a concert the night before the Festival started – I think the London Symphony Orchestra 
were there one year and I went to see Cleo Laine and Johnny Dankworth.

Once I moved across the allotments to live near Cherry Hinton High Street  I saw a different side of 
the Festival.  Over the weekend there would be lots of people wandering in to have their breakfast at 
the Red Lion or Unicorn – I think even the Mormon Church offered breakfasts one year.  It almost 
seemed like being back in the Sixties!  Then there was the queue for showers at the Village Leisure 
Centre.  I’m sure the various businesses will miss them this year as will I.
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Looking for something Historical to do?

Looking for Something to do?
Now we can go out a little more and museums are opening up – here is a suggestion.  This poster was 

sent to the society so we thought it a good idea to share it with you.  Roy and I visited Oliver 
Cromwell’s House in Ely last year and found it very interesting.

British Association of Local History (BALH) - www.balh.org.uk
Our Society is a Member of BALH – you can find  their publications in our library.  They also have a 
good website where they are lots of articles and interesting information.

Cambridgeshire Association of Local History (CALH) - www.calh.org.uk
Our Society is also a member of CALH – as are several of our members.  CALH are producing Special 
CALH Bulletins.  I will send the link round to our email member list. Again their website has interesting 
information

Don’t forget our own website – www.chlhs.org.uk
There are useful links and you can find all the newsletters on the site!

Useful Websites

http://www.balh.org.uk/
http://www.chlhs.org.uk/
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Cherry Hinton Hall

Following up the article in last month’s 
newsletter, member Sheila Beck referred 
me to this advertisement for the sale of 

the property in 1870 and the map below.  
They can be found in the Cherry Hinton 

Chronicle (more later).
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1575 map of Trinity College showing the King's 
Hall (top left) and Michaelhouse (top right) 
buildings before Nevile's reconstruction (east is at 
the top) ( William Smith & Richard Lyne)

'LOST' CAMBRIDGE COLLEGES
Michael House 

by Committee Member John Gates

MICHAEL HOUSE was founded in 1323 by 
Hervey de Stanton, who was Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to King Edward II, for a Master and 
seven scholars. It was the second college 
foundation in the University.  The College was 
started by the founder purchasing the Parish 
Church of St Michael and the grounds attached 
to it. He then bought a house in Le Foule Lane 
which ran from St Michael's Lane (now Trinity 
Lane) to Kings Childers Lane across what is now 
Trinity Great Court. His scholars lived in the 
house for about 50 years, when building of the 
College then started with 12 rooms and a 
kitchen.  Extensive building carried on into the 
15th century and formed a 3 sided court open 
to Le Foule Lane.  The buildings consisted of 
hall, buttery and kitchen, library and Master's 
chamber.  The college had no chapel as the 
founder had re-built St Michael's Church with a 
large quire for the use of his student priests.  
After his death his body was interred in the 
quire.  St Michaels Church is now Michaelhouse 
Cafe.

 In 1546 Henry VIII united Michaelhouse and 
King'sHall and founded Trinity College. Other 
units absorbed into Trinity included Physwick's 
Hostel belonging to Gonville Hall (Gonville and 
Caius College). It was situated in Le Foule Lane 
opposite Michaelhouse. Also included were St 
Katharines, St Margarets, Tyled orTylers, St 
Gregorys and Garret Hostels and Ovings Inn. 
This collection of buildings provided the new 
College with accomodation for many years, 
extensive demolition, re-builds and new builds 
over many years produced the Great Court as 
we know it today. Nothing of Michaelhouse 
survived.

Note: Members interested in life in Medieval 
Cambridge might like to read the Matthew 
Bartholomew novels by Susanna Gregory. Set in 
the years just after the black death, 
Bartholomew is a doctor teaching medicine at 
Michaelhouse where he lives. He is also an 
amateur sleuth solving mysteries and murders. 
Try to read them in order of publication.

Michaelhouse Cafe (cc The Wub)
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Memories of the Society’s Excursions
Claire Kendon’s Memories of the Excursion to Challis Trust on Wednesday 15th May 2019 

In Sawston High Street the decaying three storey house with many paned sash windows had been a 
puzzling mystery to me until our visit in the summer.  At last those peeling windows and unkempt 
front garden were being cared for and amazingly restored as the Mary Challis House and Garden.  
The house was built  c1850 by her family who were local to Sawston and in 2006 Mary bequeathed 
the property to the village community in her will. She never married and had no close family.  The 
renovation and restoring of the garden has been a local project beautifully undertaken.  We saw the 
house now has a fine collection of Sawston History papers and relevant furniture and household 
decorations are being donated to bring life back to the rooms.  The small kitchen has been 
modernised and lovely refreshments were provided.

One of the volunteers described the family history and then we toured the 2 acre garden.  People 
remember how Mary kept the garden to a high standard.  She trained in BSc horticulture at Studley 
College Warwick and then cared for her mother after her father's death. During the sunny walk we 
saw the sympathetically restored flower beds, mature trees, circular pond with platform and 
remaining greenhouses.  Sycamore seedlings give problems it seems!  Also the use of a deep small 
rectangular pool is a mystery!  Under the tree canopy there were drifts of hardy geraniums in full 
flower which people especially enjoyed.  The boundary fence of upright pointed corrugated iron is 
an impressive feature at the far end.  It was a tranquil place for a gentle wander and chat.

We explored an extensive set of brick outbuildings containing equipment  for gardening and animal 
harness in an atmosphere of peaceful disarray.   An intriguing find has been a original small 
rectangular sliding box with compartments with a mid C20th postage stamp stuck to it.  A queen 
bee  had been delivered by Royal Mail for use in the garden hives!  Recently the trust has been 
delighted by a large donation to help replace an asbestos shed near gate from the car park.  Near 
the iconic wrought iron gate is a notice board showing that during the year the trust runs craft and 
gardening events for any one interested, including children.  The volunteers have restarted annual 
Horticultural Shows and encourage entries of handicrafts, flowers, vegetables, cookery and art 
housed in a large marquee in the garden itself.

It was a truly memorable visit to an inspiring space provided for the community by a generous gift 
from Mary Challis.  Thank you to the organisers of our visit  and to the members of the trust who 
have worked together on the project in recent years using all their different skills and energy to 
recreate the house and garden so effectively.
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The Cherry Hinton Chronicle

I found the Cherry Hinton Chronicle in the Library in the old Lion Yard when I called in after school to 
change my books one Friday.  I bought a copy, took it home and ended up reading it all weekend.  
The chronicle contained articles about Cherry Hinton from the Cambridge Chronicle – the work of 
transcribing the articles was taken by Mrs. E. Filby.   Little was I to know that in future years I would 
meet Sheila Beck, now a Local History Society member, who as you can see indexed and edited the 
Chronicle.  We are very grateful that Sheila is allowing us to use articles in the Chronicle in the 
newsletter.  Hope you find it as fascinating as I still do.  Mo

Events in July in the 1800’s recorded in the Cherry Hinton Chronicle
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From the Cherry Hinton Chronicle In July in Cherry Hinton

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER  - Can you make a contribution?
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this or past newsletters

The newsletter will be taking a rest in August as the Society does not have a talk.  This gives
you longer to write an article or send a few lines for the September Newsletter!  

We are focusing on the Cherry Hinton Festival.  If you have memories of being part of the
Festival, perhaps on the committee like Ken was, shaking a bucket, remember the

hurricane please send them to me.  If you, like Claire Kendon, have memories of an
excursion please send it in.   Feedback about any of the previous articles is also welcome as

is anything on your own local history.   

email  mo@cherrydesigns.org.uk or phone 01223 210724 by July 17th

mailto:mo@cherrydesigns.org.uk

