Cherry Hinton Local History Chatterings - Edition 9 January 2021
A Message from Our Chair Ken Hames
Dear Members
I hope you all had a Happy New Year, even if the world around us was not. I'm sure many of us will
have had our first vaccination. Ours was certainly well organised. We can only hope that it's the first
stage of getting back to some sort of normality, even if it's only getting another haircut! I'm looking
forward to seeing the answers to Pam's Christmas Quiz. We tried to do it without looking them up.
Mo is making the Green Hut the theme of this newsletter and l know she will be pleased to receive
any more memories you may have of it. Riding past the site in the car, you wouldn't know it was ever
there, so l think it's important to record our memories now and get them on record.
Best wishes, keep safe,
Ken.

The Green Hut
This photo of the Parish Room fondly known as The Green Hut was taken by member Sue Kitchin’s
husband Geoff on the 14th April 1988 it can be found on the Cherry Hinton CCAN website. Behind the
hut can be seen the School House which was being demolished.
The Parish Room/Green Hut was built in 1902 and demolished in 2020. In many ways its history
reflects the history of Cherry Hinton itself through that period.
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In 1902 Cherry Hinton was a small village with mainly agricultural land though Pamplin Brothers,
Agricultural & Mechanical Engineers & Machinists, had premises opposite the Church on the corner
of Coldhams Lane and the High Street. Of course St. Andrews (with no Church Centre) and the
Baptist Church (no Family Centre) were there but there was only one school on the High Street
where Cherry Hinton Primary School is now, a few public houses and shops.
One can only imagine the excitement when the Green Hut was built – somewhere for meetings to
be held and social occasions celebrated. I am very grateful to Rob Dryden for sending me the two
following documents which show the very beginnings of the Green Hut and how the money was
raised to pay for it.
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What Happened Next – From the Parish Magazine
Karin Voth Harman, the Vicar at St. Andrew’s, has very kindly allowed me to borrow some of the
Parish Magazines in the Church Archives. Here are some of the entries which show events that
happened in the Parish Room/Green Hut.
November 1904
The Girls' Friendly Society continues to prosper among us and increase. The members, having
found their headquarters too strait for them, will in future hold their monthly meetings, every
second Friday of the month, in the Parish Room. Their first meeting there was signalised last
month by a visit from Mrs. J.H. Gray, of Cambridge, who kindly took the place of Mrs. Barnes,
who at the last moment was prevented from coming, gave a very good and practical address.
More members are to be enrolled in Advent, and altogether the Cherry Hinton Branch of the
Society seems to be in a very flourishing condition, thanks to the exertions of Mrs. Neal and the
Misses Burgess.
A profit of £7 10s was made upon the recent Jumble Sale for the Parish Room piano. As this
instrument cost £10, another fifty shillings are still required to put us our of debt. Will kind
friends help?
March 1942
The Annual Church and Vestry Meeting will be held in the Parish Room on Thursday, March 19th,
at 7.30pm. The Accounts for last year will be presented, Church wardens and Church Council will
be elected, and any business connected with the Church can be discussed.
The Social Club at the Hut has nearly completed its second year of good comradeship. Its
success has been due to the committee's faithful interest and supervision, to the ladies who
have always provided an excellent buffet, and to the young people themselves who have made
the committee's work a pleasure. The winter season will end with a social evening for the
members and their friends on Friday March 27th. We are glad to have welcomed members of
the Forces on almost every evening during the winter; sometimes when they have appeared in
strength they have descended like locusts on the refreshments!
January 1949
The Children's Club
Many of you will have noticed that now the children over 11 years old go to school outside the
village, the church is losing contact with this age. This is a very serious matter. For it means that
we have no supply of confirmation candidates and therefore no members coming into the
church. To meet this need we are starting a children's club for boys and girls between the ages
of 11 and 14. The club will meet on Thursday evenings in the parish room from 7pm to 8.30pm.
The programme will consist of games, handicrafts, and some religious instruction. Mr. & Mrs
Ward have kindly undertaken to take charge of the club. It will open on Thursday January 6 th
Youth Fellowship
The Church takes infinite pains to prepare its candidates for confirmation and only too often
leaves them to their own devices afterwards. Young people do need some shepherding after
they have been confirmed. We are therefore going to start a Youth Fellowship for the Church. It
will be open to all, boys or girls, who are 14 years old or over and have been confirmed. The club
will meet on Tuesday evenings in the Parish Room from 7pm to 10pm, opening on Tuesday
January 18th. In addition to games and indoor sports and competitions, I hope that we may be
able to include in the programme some debates, and in time perhaps develop a dramatic group.
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What Happened Next – From the Parish Magazine Continued
February 1949
Young Mothers' Group
We are hoping in the near future to start a new Women's Organisation. This is designed
especially to appeal to, and to cater for, the young married women of the parish. It is felt that
this group often feels unable to attend Church or meetings for fear the baby disturbs other
people. But, surely this is the very time when the young mother is needing help in the spiritual
and physical up-bringing of her child. It is hoped to hold a meeting to discus this subject on
Wednesday, February 16th, at 3 o'clock in the Parish Room. Please come and give your help and
advice as to whether this kind of organisation is needed. The only qualification you need is a
baby.
March 1949
The Young Mothers' Guild
The Young Mothers' Guild held their first meeting on February 16th. We decided that we would
meet monthly. The next meeting will be on Wednesday March 2nd at 3 o'clock, when it is
hoped to get a speaker on "Preparing Food for Toddlers". We shall be glad to welcome any
young mothers.

Golden Wedding Anniversary of Sidney and Emma Ling in The Green Hut c.1950

Sidney and Emma’s grandson Sid Maskell sent me the photograph and writes
This is a photograph of my grandparent's Golden Wedding celebration held in the Green Hut.
The date is around 1950 and they are my mother's parents -- Sidney and Emma Ling. Both were
born in Cherry Hinton. Sid's mother owned The Red Lion and Emma (nee Mason) was, I think,
born on Coldhams Lane in a small house located where the Toyota dealership is now. Her
father worked for the Norman cement works. On the photo are my mother and her brother
Jack, on the left and her adopted brother Joe on the right. He was an evacuee from London
who lived in Cherry Hinton Hall and my grandparents adopted him during the war. He looks
about 20 in the photo.
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School Lunches in the Green Hut in the 1950’s
From Jim Ross (Members Jackie and Ray Webster’s Friend)
In the early 1950's, I used to attend the Cherry Hinton Infant and Junior School, at that time the
Green Hut was an integral part of the School's activities.
At lunch time, with a kitchen at the rear, it became the dining hall. The dinner ladies were quite
strict, and would ensure that everyone ate their meals, especially vegetables, and we were not
allowed to leave the table until this was done. One of the lads was not too keen on vegetables,
in particular peas. Whilst not being observed, he used his fork to flick the unwanted items onto
the floor, under the table, but further along from where he was sitting. To my knowledge, he
was never rumbled.
Before lunch time, the School used the Green Hut for exercise. We used to do "Music and
Movement" to a broadcast over the radio. I particularly remember one time, on the 6th
February 1952, they interrupted the broadcast to announce the death of King George VI,
followed by a minute silence.
No doubt others will know more about the other out of School activities carried on in the Green
Hut, in the evenings, such as Scouts, and Girl Guides.
If the walls of the Green Hut could talk, I suspect it would have many tales to tell. Having been a
resident of Cherry Hinton for the majority of my life, I know it will be missed.

Councillors Rob Dryden, the late John Durrant and Paul Gilchrist also ate school lunches in the Green Hut
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Cherry Hinton Guides outside the Green Hut in 1955

Judo Club in the Green Hut c.1960 from Trevor Cowell

Trevor Cowell writes
When I moved to Cherry Hinton in the late 1950s age 11 I joined what I believe was the first
Cherry Hinton Judo Club. It was run by husband and wife Dan and Dot. This was in what is now
the restaurant of the Red Lion.
We then moved to the green hut where the group photo was taken about 1960. We were called
Cherry Hinton judo club and had a Japanese translation starting with SAKURA which means
cherry blossom in English. We continued at the hut for a few years and also did displays around
Cambridge and East Anglia.
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The Green Hut at the End of the 1980’s
Gill and Peter Rapley took over the management of the Green Hut in the 1980’s. Gill managed
the bookings and Peter the maintenance. I am very grateful to Gill who let me look through all
her carefully kept records. Gill made a report to the P.C.C. every year in April. They give a very
interesting glimpse of what what was happening to the Green Hut at the time.
The statement below shows the bookings from April 1987 to March 1988
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Gill’s Report on the Parish Room/Green Hut on 14.4.88
just before Geoff Kitchin’s photo on the front page was taken
A much quieter year for the Parish Room in all senses of the word this year. The Table Tennis Club
has unfortunately disbanded after being the major user for the past 3 years and the Foresters have
decided that the Cherry HInton Branch is no longer viable due to lack of members. However the
Bingo Club and the Jumble Sales are still popular and are the main source of income helped by the
regular W.I. Meetings and children's parties.

This photo was taken
when the level crossing
barriers were being
installed.

Since the last annual meeting British Rail have admitted liability for the damage to the forecourt
while level crossing barriers were being installed and they have paid for the resurfacing of the area
to the front and side of the Parish Room.
The Old School House has deteriorated even further causing the whole site to look neglected and
attract rubbish and litter. The vandalism has been much less troublesome this year although the
windows have had to be re-inforced and the kitchen roof has been damaged and must be repaired
again. A new cistern has been installed in the toilet.
We feel we must make the Parish Room as attractive as possible to maintain bookings especially
when the new Community Centre opens and we feel that any cash in hand available after rates,
insurance and roof repairs have been paid for later this month should be spent on spring cleaning
and purchasing new tables which are needed urgently.
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Repairs, decorations
and cleaning were
mostly done by
volunteers. Here
Peter Rapley’s
brother-in-law Len is
painting the hut.

From Gill’s Report 06.04.89
The Parish Room is still fairly well used and regulars include the Bingo Club, W.I. and various
village groups holding jumble sales. Children's parties have been popular but teenage
parties have been banned following trouble due to gatecrashers, noise and vandalism.
05.04.91
Another quiet year for the Parish Room with only 38 paid bookings for Jumble Sales,
Children's Parties and Public Meetings. However the hall still meets a need in the village as
other hire charges for community accommodation continue to rise. All the Christmas
Parcels given out by the Cambridge Evening News and Cambridge Lions organisation were
packed in the hall, a jumble sale for Blue Peter Rumanian Orphans Appeal took place at no
charge.
Vandalism has been practically nil this year and litter problems much fewer since the
Education Authority fenced the Infant School playing field. Financially the hall is holding its
own mainly to all cleaning and repairs being done free of charge and if the PCC agree we
will continue to act as keyholders for a further year.
The Green Hut in 1991 courtesy of Mr. S. Meadows
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In the 1990’s the reports contain news of repairs and improvements made as well as the variety of
people still using it. Vandalism often occurs though some years are better than others.
Gill’s Report in 1995 is fairly typical of the time
A new kitchen roof has been a major expense this year but was very urgently needed. There is stsill
a lot of work to be done to bring the wiring and plumbing up to standard and these jobs will be
carried out as soon as finance allows.
Vandalism seems to be the norm at the moment and all doors and windows have been attacked
again in the last few months.
On a more positive note the room continues to be used for children's parties, jumble sales and
karate classes and still fulfils a useful role in Cherry Hinton.
1997 is a better year
The Parish Room has been used more this past year than for a long time. Although this means
increased income it also means extra wear and tear. A new heating system has been installed,
decorating done and fire extinguishers refilled to keep the building in reasonable condition but
unfortunately increased vandalism means that all the windows are now boarded up.
The 27th Cambridge Scout Group meet there twice weekly and the Drop in Centre continues on
Wednesday evenings. The Bridge Project for handicapped teens/adults meets Sunday evenings
during term time and jumble sales and occasional parties for children mean that good use of the
hall has been made by the community again this year.
By 1999 things have changed again
The cubs and scouts have unfortunately moved from the Green Hut to the British Legion Hall due to
the lack of space but the Beavers still use the hall on Thursday evenings. We were fortunate to get
another regular booking from a Martial Arts group for Tuesdays so the financial situation has not
changed. Jumble sales are not so popular now due probably to the rise in car boot sales but the
hall has been used for 2 mini markets to benefit St. Andrews and also on 2 occasions by the youth
group.
Gill’s Reports get shorter over the following years as life outside the Hut changes - 2002
Since April of last year there have been Jumble Sales, Birthday Parties and 1 Allotment Society
Meeting as well as the regular martial arts bookings in the Green Hut. A local political group has
also held some meetings there. 20 new chairs have been purchased to go with the tables bought
last year. The interior of the hall is in quite good condition although the exterior has suffered some
vandalism.
2003
The Green Hut continues to be used by the Martial Arts Club but apart from this very few bookings
are forthcoming. Jumble Sales seem to have given way to Car Boot Sales and the hall really doesn't
have much appeal as a children's party venue when compared with MacDonalds and Burger King.
2008-2009
The Hut is still used regularly by David Brown for his martial arts group but due to Health and Safety
Regulations it is now unsuitable for most other activities although the Cambridge Food Bank do
distribute from the Hall most Wednesday mornings. We have suffered various attacks of minor
vandalism throughout the year but northing too serious until last week when a window was
knocked in and various items stolen. The police and the local PCSO's have been informed. It would
be a great relief to us if a decision about its future could be reached by Peterhouse, Ely or
Cambridgeshire County Council.
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Farewell to the Green Hut – The End of an Era
September 2020

Cambridge News Wednesday 2nd September 2020
“Unfortunately in recent years, and
despite the best efforts of local
residents to keep it in good repair, the
hut has become more and more
derelict. With all the legalities around it
contested, there is no organisation
even able to give permission to raise
the major grants which would be
needed to keep it safe. As anyone
who's walked past it will realise, the
Green Hut was becoming more and
more dangerous, especially to children
tempted to break into it.”

The Vicar of St. Andrew, Karin Voth Harman,
summed this up very well on the Church
Facebook Page “Over 100 yrs ago a Parish
Room, affectionately known as the 'Green
Hut' was erected in Cherry Hinton for use as a
village hall. Various organisations collaborated
in its creation: Peterhouse, the Diocese of Ely,
the school, the then Parish Council of Cherry
Hinton (now assumed into the City), and the
vicar of St Andrew's church, who collected
money from every resident! Over its century
the Green Hut has hosted school dinners,
jumble sales, Sunday School, scouts, martial
arts classes and much more... there are many
memories lurking inside that green tin.”

Photo courtesy of Member Sheila Beck
“Fortunately Peterhouse, who own the land beneath the hut (but lease it to the school) have offered
to pay the considerable costs of demolition, tarmac over the site, and fence it into the school's
playing fields. This is a very generous offer which addresses a problem which otherwise could only
have been solved with the help of expensive lawyers. All of the potentially responsible organisations
have agreed to its demolition. Though the Hut will be missed, it has not been in use for several years
now, and we look forward to new community space in the 'Community Hub' planned for the library
extension.”

To the Future
Cherry Hinton Community Hub
The community raised the funds to
build The Green Hut and it survived
for over a hundred years because of
Cherry Hinton volunteers. The same
Cherry Hinton Community Spirit will
be needed again to build and
maintain the new Community Hub
mentioned by the Vicar, an extension
to the library to include a much
needed community cafe´. Find out
more at www.cherryhintonhub.org
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I thought it unfair to leave the Green Hut with pictures of it being demolished. On the
next page you will see a photo of the Door of the Green Hut – it is an art work of
memories created by Vic Phillips and is now in his garden. Vic sent these memories:
Our Old Green Hut by the crossing
memories from Vic Phillips (who now lives in Cambourne)
Our corrugated old Green Hut which gave us hours of pleasure
We'd like to thank you very much
A Cherry Hinton Treasure!
Sometimes a classroom, a dinner room complete with a kitchen, a Parish Room for
meetings. Scouts, Guides, Brownies and Cubs. Table Tennis Club room, dancing and
social space for young and old. Bingo, jumble sales and at the end a Martial Arts Club.
Time ran out for this general function room around 2015 as I recall. Those of us born
from the late 30's to mid forties fondly remember when teenagers joining youth from all
over the area enjoying the Huts Skiffle Nights where many lasting friendships were
made. Ted Holgate, landlord of the Dog and Pheasant Cambridge, ran 'The Stan Kelly
Skiffle Group' complete with tea chest and banjo ......wonderful...."Putting on the Style"
Here are the name of Kids I can remember coming to the "hop" one of which was held
on Friday 9th March 1956
Stan Payne, Briony Cox, Ronnie Clark, Ann Gentle, George Strangward, Evelyn Gray, Chic
Willows, Mick Colvil, Pixie Clark, Christina Ketch, Alfie Bachus, Brian (Medley) Gray, Leaky
Bill Taylor (plumber), Margaret Coe, Ray Cawston, Tony Bachus, Scatter Clayden, Doreen
Mears, Herbie Williams, Jimmy Davidson, Danny Buttress, Mont Lindsey, Judith Pearson,
Margaret Tabor, Marie Stevens, Tony Mason, Doreen Fabb, John Bartum, Bill Chapman,
Tony Mason, Bunny Tabor, Tony Tabor, Kay Smith, John Anderson, Gwen Elwood, Dave
Wisbey, Steve Bowen, Mick Williams, Diana Lilley, John Poulter, Gill Fordham, Jan
Hounslow, Roy Gentle, Judy Phillips, Phil O'Reilly.

Editor’s Comment
Until I joined the Local History Society in 2007 I had no idea that the Green Hut even existed and
how big a part it had played in Cherry Hinton resident’s lives so it was great to go through all the
information and memories of the Green Hut – I now understand why people are so fond of it.
As well as the longer memories included there have been fleeting glimpses e.g. member Janice
Lambert remembers attending Brownies and Girl Guides also Beetle Drives whilst Maureen Gibbs
remembered helping her neighbour at a jumble sale held by the Liberal Party.
If you are one of the “Kids” mentioned by Vic or If the articles have triggered a memory of the
Green Hut please send it to me at mo@cherrydesigns.org.uk or ring C.210724 so it can be
added to those we already have. There are many more I am sure. Thanks to all the contributors.
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Cherry Hinton Green Hut Front Door by Vic Phillips
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Feedback from member Jack King on Scouting in Cherry Hinton
following up member Sheila Beck’s October article
During the 1980s there were enough boys to form two cub packs, Kimberly,
that met on Tuesdays, and Jubilee, on Wednesdays.
Both packs met at Colville School. These packs would meet other packs from other parts of
Cambridge in an annual camp at Abington.
In 1982 the Jubilee Pack had a tea party to raise funds. This was held on the top of St Andrews
Church tower. The Jubilee Pack also had a good football team and in 1984 won the Acorn Cup
sponsored by Acorn computers, and also the Fairfield cup. As a reward for winning these cups
the pack were taken to Wembly stadium for a tour.
Other trips included visits to Cambridge Police Station and Fire Station. Some of the boys took
part in The Cambridge Gang Show. They enjoyed it so much that one year they held their own
show at Colville School, along with the local Girl Guides.

Member Claire Kendon tells us about More Father Christmases
Following up the article in the Christmas Newsletter
Just to say that there are two more father Christmases locally...Andrew Kendon
at 120 High Street and Tony at the other end of the terrace near the shops.
They have been at Scotsdales at Horningsea and Fordham for about 10 years or more. They
were recruited by neighbour Julie who worked there until recently.
In previous Christmases we met up at one of the houses in the terrace and they exchanged
stories of which toys were currently popular and anecdotal happenings of the year. It was a
lovely get together with food, drink and some singing hosted by the owners of one of the
rented houses in the mid-terrace while they were in Cambridge. Such a good idea on their
part.
It was too cold to meet outside this year under the 2020 guidance but great memories
nonetheless.

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER - Can you make a contribution?
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter.
Michelle Bullivant has kindly offered a contribution but we are holding on the
Programme Speakers this year so I need more ideas.
If you have a suggestion for someone I can contact who could write an article it
would be very gratefully received!
if you have any feedback on articles in any of the newsletters please send it to me
email mo@cherrydesigns.org.uk or phone 01223 210724 by February 20th
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The Long Awaited Answers to the Christmas Quiz
With many thanks to Vice Chair Pam Butler
First 3 Sections
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Quiz Answers to Questions about Cherry Hinton
Numbers in Brackets relate to the numbers of these questions which went out in the recent
Residents Email
(1) 76.
(2) 77.
(3) 78.
(4) 79.
(5) 80.
(6) 81.
(7) 82.

1989
Fulbourn Old Drift
1829
2 years. 1852-1854
Head of the Spring, tradition says that the giant Gog Magog is buried there.
It is the bridge that carries Daws Lane over the Brook.
William Wort who gave money to have it built.

(8) 83. Lime Kiln Close – Pam and I asked Michelle Bullivant to repeat the information about
Lime Kiln Close which she gave the Local History Society at one of her talks. This is what she
said. Lime Kiln Close was a small road which ran from the cross roads at the Robin Hood Pub,
in the direction of Fulbourn. It was just the other side of the fence line which now is the
Spinney and ran parallel to what is now Fulbourn Road - it had a couple of cottages in it. The
cottages are circled in red on the maps on the next page.
The maps show Lime Kiln Close - you can see that the whole patch, which is now known as the
Spinney was called Lime Kiln Close but on at least one of the maps you will see where there is
a cottage of two shown in the corner- right opposite the Robin Hood - and there was a small
road there two - that was the ‘street’ part of Lime Kiln Close
(9) 84. Rosemary Branch, The Chequers, The 5 Bells, Unicorn, the Robin Hood and Little John.
(10) 85. 1954
(11) 86. Bottom of Lime Kiln Hill. 1954.
(12) 87. Mountaineering Practise
(13) 88. Archaeologists
(14) 89. H. C. Coppock
(15) 90. They owned an Engineering Company in the village, they built Steam Engines and
Steam Ploughs.
(16) 91. Fernlea Close
(17) 92. John Okes. 1939.
(18) 93 Josiah Chater. The Cambridge Steam Laundry Company
(19) 94. It runs between the dentist on the HIgh Street and Mill End Road.
(20) 95. The far end of Church End.
(21) 96. Advanced Risc Machines
(22) 97. 2000m (2187¼ yards)
(23) 98. St. Andrews, St. Johns and St. James
(24) 99. In Mill End Road
(25) 100. Long Drift
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Maps to show Lime Kiln Close with Cottages Circled in red – See Q.(8) 83 Quiz Answer

